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Cambridge University - administration, teaching, departments & research. There are separate sections 
for Colleges and Undergraduate life 

c.36.9 

1890 

Philippa Fawcett placed above Senior Wrangler in Part 1 Maths Tripos [4.2,7.20] 

1891 02 26 

Arrest of Daisy Hopkins who’d escaped from Spinning House produces outcry in press; University 
official convicted of carelessness & ignorance in exercise of his powers; feelings run high & series of 
meetings called to sort out the matter Because of a legal technicality Daisy had to be acquitted and she 
sued the University for damages. Once more it made headline news which prompted the University to 
surrender their powers over prostitutes to the police [2.16] 

1894 

University & Corporation Act provides for concurrent action by Proctors & town police in arresting 
loose women & abolishes Vice Chancellor’s jurisdiction over them; Spinning House abolished 
[347.2.14,1.5,2.15] 

1894 05 16 

Engineering Labs opened [1.7,3.4] 


Please make what use of this you may. Kindly remember where it came from — www.mikepetty.org.uk 


















Cambridge UNIVERSITY Scrapbook by Mike Petty 


1895 

Report allows advanced students from other universities to proceed to MA, first entry to Cavendish 
was Ernest Rutherford [4.7, 7.24] 

Engineering Department Free School Lane opened 

1896 

University buy 2 acres of Downing College ground as nucleus of “Downing site” [8.4] 

1897 04 23 

The circular just issued by the Chancellor of the University dispels the assumption that the resources 
of that wealthy seat of learning suffice to meet all demands made upon it. Cambridge people will have 
no difficulty in calling to their recollection instances of college incomes dwindling away to almost 
vanishing point through agricultural depression. Downing is a sorrowful case in point, the depleted 
money chest of which establishment it is sought to rehabilitate by cutting up a fine estate for building 
purposes cl897 04 23 [8.2] 

1897 05 21 

University debate women’s degrees, poll 1,707 to 661 against; exciting scenes at Senate House, 
bonfire on Market Hill; undergraduate carnival [1.8,3.5,8.10] 

1899 

Cambridge University Association founded, donations exceed 50,000 [8.2] 

1899 02 10 

Cambridge University have favoured the establishment of an Agricultural Department and the 
creation of a Professorship of Agriculture. Students who are likely in the future to be owners or 
managers of land will have the opportunity of acquiring a knowledge of the scientific principles 
underlying the sound practice of agriculture and of the ways in which our ancestors met problems and 
difficulties which they, like us, had to face - 1899 02 10 

1900 

1900 02 17 

The scene at the door of the Senate House on the morning on which the lists in the Mathematical 
Tripos are published, and the ceremony of the wooden spoon, belong to the life of Cambridge as 
much as the May Races. But this is not all. Within a few minutes of the announcement on the steps of 
the Senate House, the name of the winner of the Cambridge Mathematical trophy is telegraphed to the 
ends of the earth. It is because Cambridge offers the Senior Wranglership that men have come from 
every part of the earth to pursue their studies in Cambridge. It would have made a great change if the 
recommendations of the Mathematical Board of Studies towards its the abolition had been sanctioned 
by the Senate cOO 02 17 

1900 06 16 

The Vice Chancellor of Cambridge University has published a letter received from Mr Macfarlane- 
Grieve of Impington Park. “1 have watched the successive efforts of the University to help the 
teaching of agriculture on an intelligently scientific basis since 1893. It would be a distinction for 
Cambridge to be the first to found a University School of Agriculture. A Professor of Agriculture 
without a farm, conducted on both model and experimental lines wherewith to illustrate his teaching, 
is like a Professor of Chemistry without a laboratory. A farm on this estate will fall vacant at 
Michaelmas and 1 am prepared to offer it to the University rent free till 1909”. The Senate has 
accepted the offer with thanks CDN 1900 06 16 

1900 08 31 

We deeply regret to announce the death of Dr Henry Sidgwick, until recently Professor of Moral 
Philosophy at the University of Cambridge. Though he was at some slight disadvantage in the matter 
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of enunciation his lectures were unusually attractive and even eloquent. He married Eleanor Balfour, 
sister of the Rt Hon Arthur James Balfour, the present Leader of the House of Commons. She 
rendered great assistance in the organisation of Newnham College, being appointed principal in 1892. 
Her husband resided with her at Newnham and took much interest from the first in the foundation and 
development of the college. With his death the country loses one of the clearest thinkers that the later 
half of the 19th century had produced cOO 08 31 

1901 02 16 

Anatomy building corner Corn Exchange St & Downing St demolished - Graphic 16.2.1901 p4 
1901 06 12 

Yarmouth Guardians received a report on the dissection of paupers’ bodies. They had been sent to 
Cambridge by officials of the workhouse since 1881. Professor Macalister sent a cheque for £6 14s 6d 
for each body but only £5 10s Od was really incurred for expenses. The railway charge for the carriage 
of a body was £4 6s.Od but the Master’s clerk said it was £4 9s.0d and that he put the other 3s. in the 
poor box. £1 was paid for a coffin but he received Is. from the undertaker. All the clerk had to do was 
to see the body was screwed down, go to the railway station and pay the charge. He said he gave the 
porters sixpence each but inquiry proved they only received a pint of beer cOl 06 12 

1901 06 20 

A large number witnessed the quaint custom of the presentation of the wooden spoon to the last man 
in the University Mathematical Tripos. This year two candidates were bracketed at the bottom of the 
list and both gentlemen received large spoons emblazoned and trimmed with their college colours. 

The spoons were lowered down to their owners from the gallery in the Senate House amid much 
interest. Mess Crisp & Co of King’s Parade, Cambridge, again supplied the spoons, which were 
artistically painted and decorated. Mr D. Buchanan, who comes from South Africa, has had an 
additional spoon presented to him by his South African friends, with the arms and coloured ribbons of 
Cape Colony cOl 06 20 

1901 07 18 

Great Yarmouth board of Guardians revived the question of paupers’ bodies being sent to Cambridge 
Anatomical School for dissection. Every friendless person who died in the workhouse should be asked 
before death if he had any objection to his body being sent away for dissection. Mr - Saul thought that 
was a gruesome and unseemly idea. Dissection was perfectly legal and right; if they declined to allow 
unclaimed bodies to be used surgeons would be compelled to make experiments on living people or 
resort to paying for bodies stolen from newly-made graves. The practice will continue cOl 07 18 

1901 10 23 

Chemical Laboratory explosion CDN 1901 10 23, inquest 24th p3 

1903 06 19 

Sir - it is well-known that owing to inadequate incomes some of our foremost resident 
mathematicians, whose work reflects honour upon the University, are compelled to divert their 
energies to routine work of a remunerative character. It is very desirable that means should be found 
to obviate this difficulty which has become more pressing owing to the shrinkage of college incomes. 
Very substantial benefits would accrue if funds were available to raise the stipends of two lecturers in 
mathematics from £50 to £250 a year - G.H. Darwin, c 03 06 19 

1904 

Debate changes in teaching [1.10] 

Department of Anthropology established [1.11] 

Courses in military studies & mining engineering available [1.11] 

Nobel Prize awarded for work at Cavendish Laboratory (again in 1906 & 1908) [8.7] 

1904 03 01 
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Botany, Medical School & Sidgwick Museum opened by King [1.9] 

1905 03 03 

The University threw open the Senate House to the four thousand and odd voters on the electoral roll 
to say ‘aye’ or ‘nay’ to the proposal that Greek shall in future be an optional subject in the curriculum 
of this ancient seat of learning. There is at present none of the wild excitement which characterised 
the rejection of the claim of women to University degrees in 1896, but there is at least equal interest 
for in half-an-hour about a hundred votes were registered. Masters of Arts from all parts of England 
have been summoned and poured into Cambridge by rail and road, the motor-car, as in political 
elections, bringing many electors to the poll. 05 03 03a 

1905 03 04 

Cambridge streets have not presented for many a long day such an animated appearance. Trams and 
cabs have been doing a roaring trade, foot passengers throng the narrow thoroughfares and motor cars 
dodge in an out of the traffic in a manner that is somewhat bewildering. All this is caused by the 
closing scenes of the Greek controversy. Dignified decorum is gradually giving way to infectious 
excitement. When the Prime Minister, Mr Balfour, arrived at the Senate House to record his vote he 
was given a rousing reception. Photographers snatched up their camera and raced across the grass to 
the voters’ entrance whilst University dons covered the ground in a manner reminiscent of the racing 
track. 05 03 04 

1905 03 04 

A large crowd was attracted to the vicinity of the University Senate House by the unusual spectacle of 
clusters of electric lights suspended from its exterior walls and the sounds from within of intermittent 
loud cheering. Members of the University and a number of ladies clambered on to the window sills to 
watch the proceedings within as the vote reached its conclusion. One of our reporters, whose Greek 
had grown rusty, sought the assistance of a policeman to decipher an inscription. “Well, it means 
‘Alas for Greek’, doesn’t it” he replied promptly. But Greek was triumphant and is to remain a 
compulsory subject within the University. The end was heralded to those without by a burst of 
cheering 05 03 04-06 1.12] 

1905 10 06 

Cheshunt College opened its doors to theological students without any ceremonial. It was founded in 
1768 by Selina, the Countess of Huntingdon, and is strictly undenominational. It moved to Cheshunt 
in 1792 where it was recognised by the University of London and has now transferred to Cambridge. 
Houses in Cintra Terrace, Hills Road, have been adapted for the 15 students; most will become 
members of the University and read for degrees. 05 10 06 

1906 05 03 

The University discussed proposals to restructure the Mathematical Tripos; the competitive nature 
should be abolished and instead of publishing the names in order of merit from the Senior Wrangler 
downwards they should be given in alphabetical order in three divisions - Wranglers, Senior Optimes 
and Junior Optimes. But the order of merit was the greatest stimulant to continued exertion and a 
great advertisement for the university. Prof J.J. Thompson said pure mathematics was of very little 
use. Numbers had decreased until last year there were only 56 taking the examination 06 05 03 

1906 06 12 

A crowd of dons and undergraduates congregated in the Senate House to learn who had gained the 
coveted distinction of Senior Wrangler but those who were expected to obtain good positions awaited 
in the seclusion of their rooms the news brought by friends. The examiners stood in the gallery 
holding the fateful papers in their hands and announced that Mr A.T. Rajan, an Indian student, and Mr 
C.J. Sewell, both of Trinity, were bracketed as Senior Wranglers. When the order of merit in printed 
form came fluttering down from the gallery the customary wild scramble for the sheets ensued. 06 06 
12 
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1906 06 19 

At the Senate House two Wooden Spoonists received their degrees. H.R. Bell and W.Crouch, both of 
Selwyn, were bracketed last in the Mathematical Tripos and each was presented with a wooden spoon. 
Years ago this was a shovel with the college arms hastily painted on the bowl. Now it has become a 
thing of beauty, a trophy handsomely decorated which would not be out of place in the most artistic 
study. They were lowered on strings from the gallery and each recipient was handed a pair of garden 
shears with which he cut the string, bravely shouldered the spoon and marched out accompanied by a 
perfect tornado of cheers. 06 06 19a & b 

1906 06 31 

The University is deciding who shall be their representatives in parliament. But voting is not by secret 
ballot. Three polling stations are furnished with desks and packs of voting cards of different colours 
with a space for the voter’s name, college and degree to be written. Two electors arrived together, one 
in academicals and the other cap and gownless. He had to wait until his companion had completed his 
business before borrowing his gown & thus be allowed to vote. 06 0 13a&b 

1906 06 31 

The owner of the Holme Wood Estate went to court to restrain four undergraduates from trespassing 
on his land to catch moths. They had arrived on the reclaimed mere with elaborate paraphernalia for 
luring unwary insects to their doom and remained twelve days, to the annoyance of gamekeepers. 

They swung lanterns in the pheasant covers, placed ‘sticky stuff on trees and erected a sheet on the 
roadway. They were fined one shilling. 06 03 31 & a 

1906 12 22 

We regret to have to record the death of Mr Frederic Wm Maitland, Professor of English Law. He was 
at the Grand Canary whither he had gone for the winter. He was a prolific writer on the subject of law 
but his final writing was a memoir of Miss Mary Bateson, with whom he did literary work. One of his 
last acts was to attend her funeral. By his death Cambridge has lost not only a distinguished scholar 
but a man of charming and courteous personality who despite his great learning was one of the most 
unassuming of men. 06 12 22 

1907 01 31 

Election on Senior Wranglership - 07 01 31, 07 02 01, 07 02 Ola, 07 02 04a 
1907 02 01 

Only members of the University in academic dress are admitted to the Senate House to vote on the 
abolition of the Senior Wranglership. But one voter managed to elide the vigilance of the janitors and 
outraged the proprieties by stalking up to the barrier in a light ‘dust’ coat, swinging his cloth cap in 
hand. The situation was explained to him and after a hasty retreat he reappeared in the decorous black 
garment. 07 02 Ola 

1907 02 04 

The doom of the Senior Wrangler has been sealed, and after 1909 that world renowned and historic 
personage will be as extinct as the Dodo. It is impossible not to feel regret for his passing. He has 
been so intimately associated with Cambridge as to have become a sort of trademark by which the 
University is known. But the tendency of modern education is towards specialisation and a University 
that failed to keep abreast of the times would soon be in decline. 07 02 04 

1907 03 18 

A movement is on foot amongst English Roman Catholics to establish a college for women, on the 
lines of Girton or Newnham, at the University. The leader is Miss Eleanor Warner who recently 
visited the Catholic Convent in Bateman Street. She is now in Rome for a meeting with the Pope. 
Opinion is strongly favourable and that Cambridge may soon see an addition to her institutions. 07 03 
18a 
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1907 04 20 

St Johns and Trinity more senior wranglers - 07 04 20 
1907 05 14 

There is a close educational bond between Cambridge and Japan. A number of Japanese boys come to 
the Leys School to receive a modern Western education. More young men come to the University to 
fit themselves for taking high places in the nation which has cast off the swaddling clothes of Oriental 
lethargy and become one of the great Powers of the world. It is therefore appropriate that when his 
Imperial Highness Prince Sandanru Fushimi, the special envoy of the Emperor of Japan, visited 
Cambridge he should return with the degree of Doctor of Law, honoris causa. 07 05 14 

1907 06 12 

There was great glee at the award of Honorary Degrees at the Senate House when a toy paper balloon 
floated down from the gallery and settled on a lady’s head. With characteristic imprudence the juniors 
wanted their balloon returned but the lady was released from her embarrassment by a diversion 
elsewhere. Cheering greeted the arrival of Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman, the first Liberal Prime 
Minister the University has educated since Palmerston. 07 06 12a 

1907 06 18 

The scene in the Senate House was very tame and it was not until the presentation of the wooden 
spoons to the last Wrangler that there was any fun at all. This year three men were bracketed for last 
place. The original wooden spoon, about 30 years ago, grew into a malt shovel with the man’s college 
arms upon it, but this year they were more elaborately decorated than ever and are quite works of art, 
beautifully adorned from bowl to handle. 07 06 18 & a 

1907 07 25 

Dr Edward John Routh, was the most famous mathematical coach of his day. He coached 27 Senior 
Wranglers, 41 Smith’s Prizemen, and over 500 Wranglers and was the author of numerous works on 
statics and dynamics. He died at Newnham Cottage, Queen’s Road leaving an estate valued at more 
than £80,620. 07 07 25 

1907 12 11 

Cambridge undergraduates joined the ‘Brown Dog’ agitation in sympathy with members of 
University College London who feel they have been libelled by anti-vivisectors. They object to an 
inscription on the statue of a dog in Battersea Recreation Ground which reads: “In memory of the 
brown terrier dog done to death in the laboratories of University College. Also in memory of the 252 
dogs vivisected during the year 1902.” Students planned to remove the statue and throw it into the 
river. But the ‘secret’ arrangements were too well know to the police. 07 12 11 

1908 05 18 

Sir - The last Senior Wrangler will be chosen in 1909 and Trinity and St John’s are fighting to ensure 
success in that examination. Trinity secured a lad from the most famous scientific family in England. 
St John’s retaliated by obtaining a boy of extraordinary merit from an East-end slum. Then Trinity 
secured an Australian and St John’s put another man on their mathematical staff specially to coach 
their candidate: they brought back Professor Bromwich from Galway. Normally lecturers go away to 
become professors, professors do not get brought here as lecturers to foster unfair College 
competitions - Pro Bono Publico 08 05 18 

1909 06 18 

Last senior wrangler - historic sketch - 09 06 18 

1910 

Museum of Archaeology foundation stone laid [1.14] 

1910 02 25 
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University and trade - chair of business wanted - 10 02 25j 
1910 04 29 

The University’s new School of Agriculture in Downing Street was opened by the Duke of 
Devonshire. Designed by Arnold Mitchell it is built of dull red Dutch brick. The floors and staircase 
are of fireproof construction and the building is heated by hot water and lighted by electricity. It will 
accommodate 100 students with a lecture room, botanical laboratory, greenhouse and photographic 
darkroom. 10 04 29 f & g [1.14] 

1910 05 27 

Col Theodore Roosevelt, ex-President of the United States of America, was awarded an Honorary 
Degree in the Senate House. He arrived by train from London and was driven to Pembroke Lodge 
where he lunched with the Vice-Chancellor and 100 friends. Afterwards he was made an Honorary 
Member of the Union Society. Only Oliver Wendell Holmes, Lord Kitchen and Mr - Waterhouse, the 
architect of the Union building had received this honour - before him. The whole visit was very quietly 
carried out owing to the death of King Edward VII 10 05 27a 

1910 09 23 

J.W. Clark of Trinity College has resigned as University Registrary after being ill with heart trouble. 
He was for many years Superintendent of the Museums of Geology and Comparative Anatomy and is 
the author of many works including a Concise Guide to Cambridge which is the one generally used by 
visitors. He is a great authority on archaeology and one of the best known Dons to generations of 
undergraduates. He has taken a great interest in theatrical matters being chairman of the Directors of 
the New Theatre and the backbone of the ADC for a great many years - 10 09 23e 

1912 

1895 arrangements modified, advanced students now known as research students [7.25] 

Cambridge Research Hospital (Strangeways Research Laboratory) established - principally engaged 
in cancer research [15.1] 

1912 03 15 

Balfour Professorship of Genetics endowed for the experimental study of heredity and of development 
by decent. 12 03 15 

1912 03 22 

The King has appointed Sir Joseph John Thomson, Cavendish Professor of Experimental Physics, to 
the Order of Merit. Throughout the world of science this recognition of one of the most eminent of 
living physicists will be received with satisfaction. His experiments and writings on electricity and 
magnetism have profoundly influenced scientific views. He has been honoured by innumerable 
societies and six years ago was awarded the Nobel Prize for Physics. 12 03 22 

1912 04 19 

One of the ancient University privileges is the power to grant licences for the sale of foreign wines. 
Licences have been granted to Bursars or stewards of colleges, college butlers or managers of college 
kitchens and to the custodian of Fitzwilliam Hall. Hotel keepers, grocers, chemists, confectioners, 
restaurant keepers, the manager of the refreshment room at the railway station and wine merchants 
also have a Vice-Chancellor’s licence which is free. But a wine-dealers licence cost ten guineas 
annually. Now this last relic of University control over the market and sale of provisions in 
Cambridge may be abolished 12 04 19b & c 

1912 05 24 

Mrs H. Bonnett of Lensfield Road has offered to build, equip and endow a Clinical Laboratory for the 
benefit of Addenbrooke's Hospital as a memorial to her son, the late Mr John Bonnett, who was for 
many years secretary and legal adviser to the Hospital and one of its most earnest advocates and 
supporters. It is not often that such a generous, one might almost say princely, benefaction is offered 
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for such an invaluable object. It is a most generous gift at a time when the Governors are about to 
decide on plans for a new Children’s Ward and out-patients’ department. 12 05 24f 

1912 06 07 

University reform petition to Prime Minister - 12 06 07c 
1912 06 24 

The wealth of Cambridge in scientific fields seems to grow almost daily. Today is to be opened the 
new Cambridge Research Hospital for the study of rheumatoid arthritis. The condition can be one of 
almost ceaseless pain but it arouses less sympathy and lacks the sentimental element that helps 
hospitals for children and the consumptive. Success will bring about a greater diminution in human 
misery than the discovery of a cure of cancer. 12 06 24g 

1912 10 04 

Chelmsford Board of Guardians passed a resolution in favour of the bodies of paupers who die in the 
Workhouse and are not claimed by relatives being sent to the University Medical School, Cambridge, 
for experimental purposes. One Guardian described the proposal as a scandal, but others, including 
two clergymen, said they would be willing to allow their own bodies to be used for a similar purpose. 
12 10 04j 

1912 11 29 

The vote to abolish restrictions on Divinity Degrees was a great surprise to both sides. The scene at 
the Senate House had been extremely animated with 800 dons casting their votes in 20 minutes. 
Candidates need no longer preach before the University or declare their assent to the Thirty-nine 
Articles and the Book of Common Prayer. Previously many of the most distinguished theological 
scholars have been unable to obtain a Divinity Degree at Cambridge including well-known Free 
Churchmen such as Dr Barber, the present Headmaster of the Leys School. 12 11 29 & a 

1913 

University open Divinity degrees to other than those in Holy Orders in Church of England [10.13] 
Transfer of solar physics observatory from Kensington to Cambridge, buildings of new observatory 
practically complete [10.15] 

1913 02 21 

Chair of astrophysics endowed [10.14] 13 02 21 p8 CIP 

1913 04 24 

University Proctors give notice that any innkeeper, dealer, livery-stable keeper, motor warehouse 
keeper, boat-keeper, keeper of a place of entertainment or other person who has any dealings with 
members of the University who admits to his premises, or to the use of any vehicle or boat in his 
charge, any woman who he knows to be of loose character in circumstances which may lead her to 
associate with any student, shall be liable to be discommuned and forbidden to trade with the 
University. 13 04 24 p5 CIP 

1914 

First Chair of Biochemistry in part of Physiology labs [43] 

University serious loss of funds, no fees & dues & rents & fines due lack students [455.12] 

1914 03 20 

Amongst those who took their M.A. was Mr G.A. Mackenzie who is the first to attain the degree 
despite being born deaf. For some years he was a well-known artist in Liverpool, then became a 
diocesan missioner in Oxford. In 1906 he came to Cambridge and founded the Ely Diocesan 
Association in aid of the Deaf and Dumb. At the same time he read for his degree, attaining his B.A. 
in 1910. He learned to speak with the aid of his mother and an elocutionist and can now conduct all 
his business by speech. 14 03 20a 
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1914 06 12 

The new School of Physiology presented to the University by the Worshipful Company of Drapers 
was opened by Prince Arthur of Connaught on Downing Street site at cost of £23,500. It includes 
research rooms, library, x-ray room and a demonstration theatre which can be rapidly darkened. One 
room is given over to photographic work and includes a kinematograph which projects moving 
pictures on to a screen. This has a great value for teaching purposes as raid movements can be slowed 
and their analysis facilitated. 1914 06 12 plO, p6 [3.6,10.7] 

1914 10 02 

Effect on academic year of war [see c. 45.5] 14 10 02 

1915 02 26 

The Universities of Oxford & Cambridge have been transformed by the war: at Oxford the 
examination schools have been turned into a military hospital, colleges house soldiers instead of 
students and the only undergraduates in academic dress are those disqualified from military service. 
But this means a serious loss of revenue and a Bill should be introduced to enable them to adjust their 
finances to meet the strain so they could provide for the men when they returned after the war, the 
Attorney General told Parliament. The Bill, backed by Mr Asquith, was read a first time, amid cheers. 
15 02 26 [12.20] 

1915 03 26 

The first fruits of the University statutes opening divinity degrees to nonconformists have just been 
made public. The distinction of being the first Nonconformist to receive recognition has fallen to the 
Rev W. West Holdsworth late of Sidney Sussex and now tutor in New Testament Language at 
Handsworth College, Birmingham 15 03 26 

1915 05 07 

University welcomed Belgian university students and organised courses during year 15 05 07 p8 
1915 06 25 

First students under new war regulations take degrees, those in khaki did not wear gowns 15 06 21 p4 
-photo- 15 06 25b Ch 

1915 10 08 

University and war: 10,000 Cambridge men in khaki; 470 killed, 7000 wounded; over 300 distinctions 
won on field 15 10 08 p6 

1915 11 26 

Important war work done by University laboratories - pamphlet on food economy —15 11 26 p6 
1917 10 03 

Serbian Colony, — An interesting reception, at which 100 people were present, was hold in 
Westminster College, Cambridge, on Saturday evening to celebrate the closing of the temporary 
Serbian colony at the college. This colony has been running for the past three months under the care 
of the Serbian Relief Fund, to enable students to pass a matriculation examination at a standard set by 
the Serbians, and which the British Universities had agreed shall take the place of Responsions and 
Little-go. Thirty Serbian students had taken part in the exam. 17 10 03 CIPof 

1919 

Royal Commission says “The growth of science at Cambridge has been perhaps the greatest fact in 
the history of the University since its foundation” [8.6] 

University Report stresses need for financial assistance [3.10, 11.9] 

Oil companies give 200 guineas to endow Chemical School [3.10, 11.10] 

Rutherford appointed Professor [4.7] 
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Vote on abolition of Greek [8.11] 

1919 01 29 

400 cadets from naval educational expeditionary party to be based in colleges; were cadets in 1914 
who were mobilised from Dartmouth when war declared. Will remain from 5-6 months. They will 
study mathematics and science at Cavendish and Engineering Laboratories and range of subjects. HQ 
at Trinity. Enormous influx means limits for undergraduate lodgings have to be extended to within 
2.5milesofGt St Mary’s 19 01 29b [3.7,3.12] 

1919 03 05 

Oxygen treatment for gas poisoning, specially erected chambers at ‘Springfield’, Sidgwick Avenue in 
connection EGH. Research started in Physiological Laboratories early in 1917 under Joseph Barcroft 
who made Superintendent in Physiology to Ministry of Munitions. Thirty cases have been treated. 
Requires exercise and physical training in spacious grounds. Has inner chamber of iron and glass 
which is airtight. Oxygen added. - 19 03 05a 

1919 03 26 

Cambridge after the war - County Life article by Bernard Darwin ... officers have vanished, tailors 
windows no longer full uniform, undergraduates in Norfolk jackets and grey flannel trousers; lodging 
difficulties; no more idlers; more agricultural students - 19 03 26a 

1919 04 21 

200 American student soldiers up for May term - Times 21 Apr 1919 [455.10] 

1919 10 15 

Coming up - influx of students - during past few days has shown all the pre-war activity; students 
whose study interrupted by war have resumed education; arrival undergraduates coincided with 
ending of rail strike; Prince Albert and Prince Henry motored from Buckingham Palace to 
‘Southacre’, Latham Road - 19 10 15a photo Royals 19 10 15b 

1919 12 03 

University Chancellor.—With befitting dignity, and amid enthusiastic scenes, the Right - Hon. A. J, 
Balfour was installed as Chancellor of Cambridge University on Thursday. On his leaving the Senate 
House, the police were hard put to it to prevent enthusiastic undergraduate from mounting the roof of 
the Chancellor's car. 19 12 03 CIPof 

1920 

1920 05 20 

University Engineering Labs, Scroope Terrace - if not approved students would go elsewhere - CDN 
20 05 20 

1920 05 26 

Admiral Jellicoe & Earl Haig receive Honorary Degrees; Haig ‘chaired’ by undergraduates- photos - 
Ch 20 05 26b, c 

1920 10 01 

University overflowing, numbers surpassing all previous records - CDN 20 10 01 
1920 10 06 

Metallurgical Laboratory opened - CDN 20 10 06 
1920 10 13 

Department of Metallurgy building given by Goldsmiths’ Company unveiled - Ch 20 10 13c 
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1920 12 09 

University reject admission of women by 192 votes - CDN 20 12 09 

1921 

Following vote on admission of women a mob damages gate of Newnham College 

1921 10 26 

University votes against women’s degrees; undergraduate mock funeral - photos - 21 10 26b 

1922 

Low Temperature Research Station established [14.3] 

Are 5,000 undergraduates compared to 3,000 pre -war [2.22] 

1922 03 25 

There was issued yesterday the report of the Royal Commission on Oxford and Cambridge 
Universities. "We are unanimous in thinking" (says the Commissioners) "that ample facilities should 
be offered for the education of women. On the other hand we strongly desire that Cambridge should 
remain mainly and predominantly a men's university. To give a sense of security we consider that the 
number of women undergraduates should be 500, which would give a proportion of about one in each 
ten of the total number of undergraduates" 1922 03 25 [8.12,11.6] 

1924 

Board of Extra Mural Studies set up, (its headquarters Stuart House formally opened 1927) [3.17, 

8 . 22 ] 

1924 05 10 

At the opening of the Sir William Dunn Institute of the Cambridge University School of Biochemistry 
Sir Jeremiah Coleman said they had heard a great deal lately about the horrors of cancer and the 
necessity for co-operative effort throughout the world to deal with that great curse. He believed that 
the causes of that scourge would be discovered by a student who had not been thinking especially of 
cancer. Why should it not be done in the building in which they were assembled that day? 24 05 10 
[43.2] 

1924 09 09 

Mr - Ernest Gates, whose munificent gift of £33,000 to complete the endowment of a School of 
Pathology at Cambridge University was announced last week, is one of the magnates of the Yorkshire 
wool industry, who do big things in a big way and employ their ample financial resources lavishly for 
beneficial purposes. His only son is now at Corpus Christi College. 24 09 09 

1925 03 14 

Machinery was whirling, wireless valves were glowing, loud speakers were in full blast, a cinema 
lantern was projecting pictures, steam was hissing, and electric sparks were crackling in the 
Cambridge University Engineering Laboratories when 1,000 guests attended a conversatione to mark 
the completion of the equipment of the new laboratories at Scroop Terrace. It is only necessary for the 
front lecture room block to be erected ere the whole of the building will be complete. 25 03 24 

1925 08 18 

Members of the veterinary and medical sciences cemented feelings of professional friendship with the 
laying of the foundation stone of the Field Laboratories, Milton Road, in connection with the Institute 
of Animal Pathology which is to be erected in Tennis Court Road, Cambridge. Recent benefactions to 
the University of £100,000 from Mr Gates, the Rockefeller Foundation & the Corn Repeal Act Fund 
are to be drawn upon for the erection of the new unit. The vice-chancellor remarked jestingly that he 
was relieved that it was proposed to keep the greater number of animals here, “some little distance 
from Cambridge & from where I live” (Laughter) c25 08 18 
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1925 10 17 

Something of a new departure is to be made in the outward appearance of the Pro-Proctor and his 
satellites. Commencing next week he will patrol the streets on foot but minus cap and gown, and the 
‘bulldogs’ will wear some less conspicuous headgear than ‘toppers’. It is said that some students will 
keep their motors outside the town and cycle out to fetch them but should any resort to such 
expedients they will probably receive an unpleasant surprise 25 10 17 

1926 08 30 

Sir - Probably the hardest-worked and the poorest paid college servant is the kitchen porter. In full 
term he puts in from 13 to 14 hours a day and at the end of the week if he draws 25s. (£1.12) (his food 
included) he may consider himself lucky - and perhaps the less said about the quality of some of the 
food the better. They get few tips - an average of 4s. (20p) a term, and perhaps nothing, and in all 
probability have to stand off during the Long Vacation. These men are honest and trusted servants 
who should be paid a living wage - A British Worker c26 08 30 

1927 

Dunn Nutritional Laboratories established [43.3] 

1927 02 07 

A momentous event in the history of extra-mural teaching at Cambridge University was marked by 
the opening of Stuart House. Standing in Mill Lane it is a beautiful house and a worthy addition to the 
architectural wealth of the town. It is named after the Right Hon. James Stuart, Fellow of Trinity 
College, who founded extra-mural teaching work in the University and was largely responsible for its 
extension to other parts of the country 27 02 07 

1927 06 26 

When the honours degree men were presented to the Vice Chancellor there was distinct evidence of a 
movement to break down the tradition of wearing evening dress. Many graduates were in morning 
dress and soon the sight of men walking about the streets of Cambridge at noon in evening dress will 
be a thing of the past. The old statutes prescribed that recipients of Bachelors’ degrees must appear in 
black clothes and since the war impecunious undergraduates found their only black suits were their 
dress clothes. The new statute states that dark clothes must be worn which brings in the lounge suit. 
The evening dress tradition is not very old and rests on nothing but undergraduates’ customs c27 06 
26 

1928 

Rockefeller fund grant University 700,000 for teaching research & a new University Library as old 
becoming too small [3.20, 8.16, 10.5] 

1930 

1930 03 19 

The death of Lord Balfour the former Prime Minister, great statesman, philosopher and Chancellor of 
Cambridge University will be particularly felt here. At Trinity College in the 1870s he was rather shy 
but fond of music and once owned four concertinas on which he delighted to play Handel’s oratorios 
when anyone could be found to accompany him. He was renowned for the hours he would lie in bed 
and for his passion for blue china and pleasant knick-knacks. His seclusion nourished the 
fastidiousness of his mind and temper. 30 03 19 

1930 06 05 

Scenes of academic splendour marked the ceremony of the installation of Mr Stanley Baldwin as 
Chancellor of the University of Cambridge at the Senate House. The historic building was filled to 
capacity with a brilliant array of distinguished Cambridge figures. Crowds waited in the precincts and 
Mr Baldwin’s arrival was the signal for a prolonged outburst of cheering. 30 06 05a 
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1930 12 03 

Sir Ernest Rutherford, in a special interview, gave the CDN details of the work which has prompted 
the Royal Society to present the University of Cambridge with £15,000 for a new science cryogenetic 
laboratory. It will support the work of Dr Peter Kapitza, the young Russian scientist who has been 
carrying out investigations at the Cavendish Laboratory into magnetic fields which involves 
exceedingly low temperatures. 30 12 03 

1931 10 09 

Signor Marconi in honorary degree procession - pic - 31 10 09e 

1931 10 

World’s scientists gather to honour James Clerk Maxwell, Director of Cavendish Laboratory [6.14] 

1932 

Neutron discovered, Cavendish [12.4] 

1932 05 06 

Prof Albert Einstein lectured on electricity and relativity in the Cambridge Senate House, filling a 
blackboard with mathematical symbols and diagrams. A tall, thick-set figure, with a great mane of 
unruly grey hair, he was totally unacademic in appearance, speaking in quiet broken English with 
occasional burst of German. He lectured quite informally while his quiet humour set the dons and 
undergraduates laughing many times. The audience included members of the women’s colleges and a 
puzzled-looking group of young school girls. 32 05 06 - photo - 32 05 07 

1932 06 25 

C.P. Snow prepares Vitamin A by artificial means [1.17] 

1932 08 12 

The University of Cambridge has accepted Messrs Rattee and Kett’s tender for the superstructure of 
the new University Library. They are also building an extension to the School of Agriculture and the 
Royal Society Mond Laboratory while Mr Sindall is building the new block of lecture rooms in Mill 
Lane and Coulson and Son have the contract for the extension to the Physiological Laboratory. These 
valuable contracts have been made possible largely by the munificent gift of the Rockefeller Trustees 
32 08 12b 

1933 

Mill Lane Lecture Rooms opened [8.15] 

1933 02 02 

Cambridge’s most modem laboratory, the Royal Society Mond Laboratory, provides unique facilities 
for research under the most powerful magnetic fields ever developed and intense cold temperatures. It 
is the outcome of researches by Dr P. Kapitza in the Cavendish Laboratory which might have far- 
reaching effects. 33 02 02a & b [1.4] opened by Baldwin - 33 02 03b & c, photo 33 02 04c 

1933 02 04 

The opening of the new Mond laboratory by Mr Stanley Baldwin has thrown into prominence the 
work of Professor Kapitza, the young Russian from whose investigations the laboratory has spring. 

He combines the physicist and the engineer and the mere scale of his apparatus is almost daring. 
When a party of pressmen visited Kaptiza demonstrated some of the low-temperature hydrogen, and 
then said if anything went wrong they would probably be decapitated! 33 02 04d 

1933 02 18 

The Cavendish Laboratory seems unable to keep out of the limelight. Sensation follows sensation as 
the invisible atom is mercilessly attacked. And now comes news of the discovery of a minute particle 
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of positive electricity which may lead to entirely revised conceptions of the ultimate nature of matter. 
33 02 18 

1933 05 15 

Members of Clare College were awakened by the sounds of banging and hammering at every entrance 
gate: each had been securely padlocked and barred so staff were unable to gain admittance. Axes had 
to be procured to break the stout chains. Then it was discovered that all the locks had been carefully 
filled up with putty so a considerable time elapsed before the normal college routine could be resumed 
33 05 15b 

1934 05 26 

Sir - we scientific workers and teachers of the University wish to affirm out fundamental opposition 
to the use of scientific research in war and the preparation of war. A situation may soon arise when 
scientists will be pressured to engage in research directed to the puipose of war Signed: Joseph 
Needham (Biochemist), E.O. Whetham (Agriculture), Marjory Stephenson (Biochemistry), M.L. 
Oliphant, C.P. Snow, B.M. Crowther and Alex Wood (Physics) and others 34 05 26 

1934 10 19 

Cambridge University Department of Zoology’s new building looks rather like the upper decks of 
some huge liner when viewed from Corn Exchange Street. It has been built of concrete and steel so 
that should the study of zoology ever fall in favour it can be adapted for other purposes. Inside it is 
possible to be perspiring in tropic heat in one moment and shivering in Artie cold the next. The 
Elementary Laboratory, the largest of its kind in the world, is on the ground floor so that the vibration 
caused by students entering and leaving should not be felt throughout the building. 34 10 19 

1934 10 28 

University Library finished, Eaden Lilley move 1,270,000 volumes; opened by King [8.16, 10.1,10.3, 
10.4] 

1934 11 07 

The All People’s Association Cambridge clubhouse was opened by the Vice Chancellor. One of the 
chief functions of a university was to attract people of all kinds and nations. There were a large 
number of foreign students here for short periods and colleges made the position rather difficult for a 
young man brought up in a different tradition. The A.P.A. was doing good work by taking a special 
interest in the short-term student. The world had gone mad: it was depressing to find principles of 
liberty of speech and the freedom of the press going by the board. The next 20 years were going to be 
the most vital in the history of humanity and we must make a serious attempt to understand the other 
fellow’s point of view. 34 11 07 & a 

1934 11 16 

The new Scott Polar Research Institute was opened by the Chancellor of the University, the Rt Hon 
Stanley Baldwin. It was founded as a memorial of Capt Robert Falcon Scott to assist polar exploration 
by collecting information and providing a centre where those contemplating future explorations can 
profit by the experience of those who have gone before. Later Baldwin opened the new extensions of 
the Perse School buildings 34 11 16, a was established 1920 [1.3,114.1] 

1934 11 24 

There have never been more than 15 Japanese undergraduates at Cambridge in any year since the war 
- there are currently seven and the number may drop to three. But Mr M.Y. Sawatake is prepared to 
stay on to form a Japan Society to encourage discussion and understanding of topics of mutual 
interest. Viscount Hijikato, another undergraduate, said it was a pity the added expense of the 
exchange rate prevented more coming as undergraduates. The supply will not dry up altogether as 
long as Cambridge welcomed Japanese students: apart from instruction in economics and the sciences 
it was the atmosphere that the Japanese valued 34 11 24c 
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1935 

University Registry moved from Pitt Press to Old Schools [11.4] 

1935 01 19 

Guests came to the University Zoological Department to inspect the new Balfour and Newton 
Libraries. Francis Maitland Balfour, who was killed in the Alps in 1882, started the science of 
embryology. He became one of the most distinguished biologists of his century, founding the finest 
zoological laboratories in the world. Prof Alfred Newton gave the University his unique collection of 
very early ornithological books. The honorary Librarian is Mr Ambrose Harding of Madingley, an 
authority on birds and leeches 35 01 19a 

1935 03 02 

Two Cambridge scientists on team combating air attacks by scientific investigation [1.20] 

1935 04 24 

Professor Peter Kapitza, a leading University physicist, who went to Russia to attend a conference last 
summer, has been told that he cannot return to Cambridge. Lord Rutherford, director of the Cavendish 
Laboratory, has described it as ‘a severe shock and most unfortunate’. A special Royal Society Mond 
Laboratory was built with machines producing as much electrical power as those at Battersea Power 
Station, when Kapitza carried out experiments with them mild ‘earthquake shocks’ occurred in the 
building. 35 04 24. Kapitza, a Russian scientist working at the Cavendish Laboratory is not allowed 
to return to Cambridge after visit home. Rutherford expresses concern that he should come to the 
new lab prepared for him but eventually the equipment is sent to Moscow, (visits April 1966) 
[ 1 . 2 , 1 . 21 , 2 . 2 , 12 . 11 ] 

1935 06 08 

The official announcement that Stanley Baldwin is to succeed Ramsey MacDonald as head of the 
Government is of special interest to Cambridge because it is the first time in history that we have had 
a statesman occupying the position of Prime Minister and Chancellor of the University at one and the 
same time. Nothing has commended Baldwin more to the public than the loyal way he, as an ex-Prime 
Minister, has served under Mr Macdonald in the last six years. Now MacDonald is to serve under him 
35 06 08a 

1935 10 18 

Controversy surrounded the offer of £10,000 from Sir John Davenport Siddeley for developing 
aeronautical research in the University. Some dons felt it would subsidise research of a military 
character of pecuniary value to armament manufacturers. But others say the ultimate influence of the 
aeroplane upon civilisation will be pacific rather than warlike. It was abhorrent that the University 
should become a centre of specifically military research but this money would be used for work of a 
fundamental and non-military character 35 10 18b 

1935 11 13 

Important pieces of apparatus were installed at the Royal Society Mond Laboratory in Cambridge to 
enable Dr Kapitza to study very intense magnetic fields and experiment on low-temperature liquid 
helium. This work is of fundamental importance relating to properties of atomic nuclei. Now Lord 
Rutherford had agreed it should be sent to a laboratory being built by the Government of the USSR so 
that Kapitza can continue his research there, following his recall to Russia. 35 11 13 

1935 12 07 

For the past 14 years Professor P.L. Kapitza, the famous Soviet scientist, has been doing research in 
England. The laboratory he used at Cambridge was erected specially for him by the University 
authorities. Now the apparatus has been purchased by the Russians and installed in a remarkable 
building on the outskirts of Moscow. It has rock-like foundations of special cement to ensure 
complete freedom from vibration. The walls are lined with barium plaster through which the strongest 
X-Rays cannot penetrate and the doors covered with massive sheets of lead. His work will deal 
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largely with research into the magnetic and electric properties of metals under extremely low 
temperatures 35 12 07d 

1936 05 02 

Cambridge University’s world-famous Cavendish Laboratory, the leading centre for modern physical 
research, has benefited by the magnificent gift of £250,000 from Sir Herbert Austin, the motor 
magnate. The frontage on to Free School lane will be left as will Clark Maxwell’s original lecture 
theatre and the rooms in which Sir J.J. Thomson discovered the electron and Lord Rutherford 
disintegrated the atom. The rest will be pulled down and a new five-storey block erected with a 
laboratory for the utilisation of very high voltages to allow experiments in the transmutation of matter 
by high speed particles and by radiation. 36 05 Ola 36 05 02 

1936 10 01 

The Vice Chancellor spoke of the overcrowding of the Medical Schools and suggested that despite 
extensive additions to departmental buildings the University would have to consider placing a limit on 
the number of undergraduates for medicine or any other subject. Unless something is done the 
situation may become one of even greater embarrassment than already exists. But the donation by Sir 
Herbert Austin of £250,000 for new buildings and equipment at the Cavendish Laboratory was the 
largest ever made by a single person to the University 36 10 01b 

1937 01 07 

Dr Paul Dirac was appointed as-old Lucasian Professor of Mathematics at Cambridge University in 
1932 a few days before his 30th birthday, becoming the youngest occupant of this famous chair which 
was once occupied by Isaac Newton, and remains the youngest professor in Cambridge. He has a 
reputation for being of a particularly shy and retiring disposition.” A London newspaper stated: “More 
than publicity he fears women. He has no interest in them and even after being introduced to them 
cannot remember whether they are pretty or plain”. He has now wed in London. The marriage was 
unexpected in Cambridge and even his colleagues at St John’s College were unaware of the 
ceremony. 37 01 07 

1937 10 20 

Cambridge and the scientific world have suffered an irreparable loss by the death of Lord Rutherford. 
Cavendish Professor of Experimental Physics and Director of the Cavendish Laboratory since 1919, 
he thrilled the world five years ago when two young scientists working under his guidance split the 
atom. He won the Nobel Prize in 1908, was knighted in 1914 and awarded the Order of Merit in 1925. 
Rutherford made very little use of mathematical machinery and worked surrounded by a body of 
assistants and students who were devoted to him. He died in a nursing home following an abdominal 
operation 37 10 20b His room locked (cleaned 1946, reopened 1977 [12.6] 

1938 05 31 

Changes in University life, recollections and reflections by T.R. Glover - 38 05 31g, h 

1938 09 29 

Cambridge colleges have sent out notices to undergraduates ordering them not to come into residence 
until further instruction. However examinations will take place as usual and candidates will be 
allowed to come up for them. Meanwhile preparations continue for the reception of 10-11,000 
London children it is planned to evacuate. Church halls and schools will be suitable for temporary 
accommodation. Women helpers, blankets and rugs are still needed 38 09 29a 

1939 05 12 

First woman professor - Garrod [1.1] 

1940 
1940 
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Woolwich & Sandhurst closed, students come to Cambridge, Latin & Greek dispensed with; for first 
time are members of University who have never studied a word of Latin in their lives [4.13] 

1940 01 13 

Cambridge University has adopted special measures to meet the difficulty of interrupted studies. 

Many men cannot be expected to reside for more than two years in wartime so modification have been 
made in certain important courses, particularly engineering and law to enable them to make the best 
use of the time available. Colleges will admit scholars in December so they may begin their 
University studies nine months earlier than normal. -4001 13a 

1940 02 24 

Studentship at Trinity College for study of psychical phenomena [2.6] 

1940 07 26 

Cambs. War Agricultural Committee, visited the University Farm. Cambridge and shown the work 
being done there in ploughing up grass land for the cultivation of animal crops 40 07 26 CIPof 

1940 08 30 

J.J. Thomson obituary, discovered electron, world-famous physicist - 40 08 30 

1940 10 11 

Fewer Students. Full term at Cambridge at the start of the second year under war conditions saw the 
number of students up still further reduced from last year's figures. Instead of the normal peace time 
total of 5,000, it is estimated that the number of men coming up will be only 2,500. Graduates, as well 
as undergraduates, have left on national service of one form or another. Third year men of course, 
represent only a small fraction of the total coming up, while the number of freshmen is only a little 
over half that usually to be found second year men are in the majority by far, and the number is 
estimated to be only 20 below normal. 40 10 11 CIPof 

1941 02 19 

King Peter of Yugoslavia to become undergraduate at Clare College, the first time a reigning monarch 
has been entered - 41 02 19a 

1941 11 10 

King of Greece granted Honorary Degree - 41 11 10a 

1942 12 14 

Lord Woolton pays tribute scientists at the Low-Temperature Research Station for part in discovering 
best war-time foods - dried eggs, powdered milk and powdered meat - 42 12 14, 42 12 19 

1944 02 19 

New Museums Club renamed Association of Cambridge University Assistants - 44 02 19 

1944 05 19 

Australian and New Zealand prime ministers receive Honorary Degrees 44 05 19, 20a 

1945 08 07 

Cambridge real ‘home’ of Atom bomb: early work at Cavendish Laboratory; four members of 
Technical Committee from Cambridge - CDN 1945 08 07; details - CDN 1945 08 11 

1946 03 13 

Bull College closing. 140 students have left mark all over the University, members of various colleges 
during Michaelmas term but because of overcrowding this term moved to billets formerly occupied by 
War Office. Studied under barrack-room conditions. Played sports and one elected president Union 
Society - 46 03 13a 
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1946 03 19 

Atom case trial; Sir Wallace Akers was appointed director to supervise nuclear research in Nov 1941. 
Work carried out by teams in various universities, one the Cavendish Laboratory. Dr Nunn May 
worked there and required to sign secrecy undertaking. Moved to Canada in 1942 - 46 03 19, 19a 

1946 07 25 

Cavendish Laboratory Austin wing opened - associated with Atom bomb - 46 07 25 

1947 12 08 

University formally agree that women should have full status; to wear academic dress, Newnham & 
Girton accepted as colleges - 47 12 08 [2.14, 2.21, 5.3, 8.24] 

1948 

Madingley Hall purchased, opened as residence for Research Students & centre for Extra Mural 
courses, 1949 [8.23] 

1948 06 10 

Fifty seven year after he entered the University as an undergraduate Field Marshal Smuts was today 
the recipient of the highest academic honour the university can bestow when he was installed as 
Chancellor at a picturesque and dignified ceremony in the Senate House. Afterwards, in a striking 
speech, he warned the world that Soviet Communism, intoxicated with success, was directing a 
sustained, ruthless, aggressive advance against an exhausted, war-weary, disillusioned West, and 
urged that a halt be called to it 48 06 10 

1948 10 21 

When the Queen stood before the Vice Chancellor in Cambridge Senate House today to receive the 
Honorary Degree of Doctor of Law she was not only a Queen receiving an Honour but also a symbol 
of the passing of a 700-years-old "tradition" in the university. For, during the whole of the 
University's history no Queen - and no other woman - has ever before had a degree conferred upon 
her, because until the recent changes in the statutes giving women full membership the conferring of 
such an honour was not possible. As the Queen entered the Senate House there was a burst of 
cheering and clapping. Her scarlet Doctor's robes and her black velvet doctor's cap, made a charming 
ensemble with the Cambridge blue shade of her dress 

1949 

World’s first electronic stored-programme automatic digital computer fully operational - EDSAC I, 
Crick & Watson used it for DNA research; by 1958 had perfected EDSAC II which could do in one 
minute problems that took EDSAC I an hour; [17.6] 

1949 02 05 

Vice Chancellor found to have no powers over licences to sell British wine [11.7] 

1949 04 25 

Fire at Cavendish Laboratory [7.10] 

1949 05 14 

Move to abolish Latin rejected [7.5] 

1949 10 29 

The hope that it would be “a very long time” before Cambridge University elected a permanent Vice 
Chancellor was expressed by the Master of Christ’s, Dr C.E. Raven. He said that occasionally one did 
get the almost perfect holder of that office, but in the main such men either had not sufficient 
character to run such a great administrative machine, or they had so much that no one else got a word 
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in hedgeways! “You cannot get rid of a permanent Vice Chancellor unless he is definitely immoral or 
definite insane!”, the speaker added c49 10 29 

1950 

1950 01 24 

University representation in parliament has been abolished by the recent Representation of the 
People’s Act. Amongst those deprived of their seats are the two Cambridge University members, Dr 
Kenneth Pickthorn (conservative) and H. Wilson Harris (independent). Mr Harris has not sought 
another constituency but is waiting to see whether Mr Churchill will be in a position to restore the 
University seats c50 01 24 

1950 04 25 

Another fire at Cavendish Laboratory [7.10] 

1950 09 12 

Flags flew at half-mast in Cambridge as the University and Town mourned the death of Jan Christiaan 
Smuts, scholar, soldier, statesman & Chancellor of Cambridge University. His was a short-lived 
chancellorship lasting just over two years but is rich in memories. In June 1948 thousands lined the 
streets to see him walk in procession from the Senate House to Christ’s College and their hearts 
warmed to the slight, sunburned figure who acknowledged their cheers. Distinguished men are 
commonplace visitors to Cambridge, and often pass unnoticed; but all restraint went overboard on this 
occasion and the chancellor was obviously moved by the warmth of his reception 50 09 12 

1951 

Holford Report allocates land West of Backs for college & University development [8.25] 

1951 06 07 

Installed as Chancellor of Cambridge University before the brilliantly robed dignitaries of the 
University and a crowded Senate House, Marshall of the Royal Air Forces, Lord Tedder, described it 
as “The greatest honour that can ever come to a Cambridge man”. King’s Parade was crowded with 
people seeking a glimpse of this unique event whilst inside the Senate House itself every available 
inch of room was taken up with people standing inside the windowsills. The gallery too was crowded, 
mostly with undergraduates and girl students 51 06 07 

1951 11 01 

Air Ministry proposals to use the Stella Maris nursing home to accommodate members of an Inter- 
Services course learning Russian at the University was described as a “scandal”. It was admirably 
equipped for use as a hospital, has accommodation for 40 patients, two completely equipped operating 
theatres and could relieve the 2,000-strong waiting list at Addenbrooke's Hospital. A proposal by the 
Ministry to acquire the Heritage guest house in Silver Street and 9, Newnham Terrace, Cambridge, 
had not gone through after college freeholders had ‘dug their heels in’ c51 1101 

1952 06 12 

Cambridge University is considering the possibility of increasing the number of women permitted to 
the University in any one year. The Council of Senate recommends there should be a new autonomous 
foundation for women students, the number not exceeding 100. They consider there is a great need for 
women graduates but any increase should not lead to a lowering of standards. Present regulations 
permit of 1,400 women, one-fifth of the total of men students. Cambridge is doing considerably less 
than other Universities in providing women with a University education 

1952 07 05 

Cambridge University announced proposals to erect a number of new buildings for the arts faculties 
between Sidgwick Avenue and West Road. It will provide accommodation in the first instance for the 
Faculty of Modern and Medieval Languages, Economics and Politics, English and Moral Sciences. At 
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a later stage the scheme will provide for museums and a lecture theatre to seat 1,000 students 
constructed to permit its use for musical or dramatic productions. It is not possible to say when work 
will begin. 

1952 09 27 

Nuffield Foundation gives 25,000 to Maths Lab for calculating machine [6.5] 

1952 11 14 

The visit to the University of Cambridge by the Duke of Edinburgh was enriched and enlivened by the 
reception which the young consort received at every stage of his tour. It was a “dusk and darkness” 
tour but the car’s interior lighting was on and the crowds had a clear view of the slim, fair-haired 
Duke. The outstanding items in the programme were the conferment of the Honorary Degree of 
Doctor of Law upon the Duke at the Senate House, his opening of the new laboratory at the 
University Engineering Department and his visit to the University Union where he was made an 
honorary member. The Duke left a happy memory of an unassuming young man with a ready smile 
and a keen and intelligent interest in all that he saw. c52 1114 

1952 12 31 

Radio Telescope set up [6.8] 

1953 

DNA discovery, James Watson & Francis Crick [NS2.10] 

1953 01 03 

In a field at the rear of the University Rugby ground a team of Cavendish Laboratory workers, led by 
Mr. M. Ryle, have set up a station for the study of the very weak cosmic radio waves which are 
reaching the earth from outer space. This new study has become known as radio astronomy and the 
large aerial systems used are now known as radio telescopes. Since 1946 the Cavendish have 
pioneered observations in this new branch of astronomy. The construction of a large version of the 
telescope would have involved great expense, but in conjunction with Mr D. McKay an entirely new 
method of constructing the aerial was devised which enabled it to be built at a fraction of the cost. c53 
01 03 

1953 10 10 

Square cap no longer official - cartoon, p8 

1953 12 02 

Representatives of the British Electrical and Allied Manufacturers Association whose members have 
subscribed £72,000 to ensure the perpetual endowment of the chair of Electrical Engineering 
presented the University Vice-Chancellor with a rosewater dish. He told them that the electrical 
industry has grown to one of great eminence and importance; there is an urgent need in the industry 
for advanced men and specialists and the University is working to provide the men we need. 53 12 02 

1954 03 24 

Mr A. Rutherford Almond, head of the old-established tailoring and robe-making firm was awarded 
an honorary M.A. degree by Cambridge University. The Orator said: “We attach great importance to 
the correct and traditional academic dress and the Proctors are watching with eagle eye for any breach 
in sartorial regulations. There remains a great many uncertainties about the different varieties of 
academic vestments but Mr Almond had a deeper knowledge than anyone else and was always ready 
to put it at the disposal of the University” CDN 24.3.1954 

1954 06 05 

Cambridge University scientists are helping in the construction of Britain’s first cobalt beam machine 
- the latest and most powerful weapon in the fight against cancer. Centrepiece of the machine is a tiny 
piece of cobalt the size of a pile of six halfpennies which has been activated by two years’ exposure to 
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atomic radiation inside the Atomic Pile at Harwell. It is only half the size of other machines because 
of the use of uranium shields instead of lead & will emit a beam equivalent to 3,000,000 volts. 

1955 06 25 

Members of the Amateur Radio Club visited the University Mathematical Laboratories to see the 
electronic calculating machine, EDSAC 1, popularly known as the ‘electronic brain’ which was built 
in 1949 from Government surplus equipment. It is capable of doing 40,000 calculations a minute and 
uses 3,800 valves. When they arrived Fred Hoyle, the famous cosmologist and broadcaster was using 
it for calculations on the evolutions of the stars. It also plays noughts and crosses. 55 06 25a 

1955 10 21 

There was heavy rain as the Queen and Duke of Edinburgh arrived for the ceremonial opening of the 
new Veterinary School where a batch of undergraduates lay down their gowns in a Sir Walter Raleigh 
act. The Queen was much taken and amused but her private detective, fearing that Her Majesty might 
trip on the loose gowns, asked for them to be taken up. But a loud cheer greeted the her smile at the 
gesture. 55 10 21a & b [6.12] 

1955 10 24 

Dr Albert Schweitzer, the famous 80-year-old philosopher, received an Honorary Degree in the 
University Senate House. He was warmly applauded by a large gathering with people even climbing 
on the window ledges in the hope of witnessing the ceremony. Hundreds waited in the rain to cheer 
him as he entered and left 55 10 24b & c 

1956 

University General Board recommends halt to expansion in scientific research - is in direct conflict 
with corporate college life [6.18] 

1956 05 10 

Cambridge University is to lease the R.A.F. station at Lord’s Bridge as the site for a new Mullard 
Radio Astronomy Observatory. Planning permission has been obtained for the aerials and a building 
will be erected to provide a laboratory. Costs will not exceed £180,000 much of which will be met by 
a generous benefaction from Mullard Ltd. 56 05 10 [6.16] 

1956 10 23 

Release city from 1856 bond re weights & measures [11.5] 

1956 12 14 

The Low Temperature Research Station was set up during the Great War to investigate problems of 
preserving the freshness of food supplied to forces overseas and imported from abroad. They started 
with retaining the freshness of apples throughout the winter and have moved on to the storage of 
potatoes for the outdoor clamp, though the blackening of the fenland potatoes remains a baffling 
mystery. The most recent developments have been the radiation of foodstuffs to destroy bacteria. 56 
12 14 

1957 07 13 

telescope from Cambridge Observatory presented to Athens; Newall refractor made 1870 when 
largest in world, to Cambridge 1891 but white dome very old & cost lot & different type of work now 
[13.7] 

1957 07 26 

The new Radio Astronomy Observatory just opened at Lord’s Bridge was made possible by a grant of 
£100,000 from the Mullard Company. Prof N.F. Mott praised the work of the engineering and 
electronics companies of D. Mackay & Morley and Duke. It was fortunate for radio astronomy that 
there were in Cambridge firms led by men who were able to understand quickly what the scientists 
wanted and had the skill and enthusiasm to provide it rapidly and cheaply. 57 07 26 [7.2,7.3,13.8] 
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1957 09 19 

Cambridge scientists are perfecting a new instrument at the University Observatory which will help in 
the study of sun ‘spots’ and ‘flares’. Housed in a special 100-foot long building, the Magneotgraph is 
the most advanced in Europe, capable of detecting solar electrical and magnetic impulses which play 
havoc with radio and television communications. 57 09 19 

1957 10 07 

Cambridge Observatory obtained the first reading from the Russian satellite on Saturday night. Bruce 
Elsmore and George Whitfield worked feverishly to construct a suitable type of aerial to pick up the 
signals. When the first faint ‘peeps’ began they knew they had been successful. On Sunday they 
improved the aerial system and that night the Observatory was crowded by pressmen as further 
readings were taken. The satellite may be visible tomorrow morning, shining like a tiny star in the 
dark sky. 57 10 07 & a 

1958 11 07 

Princess Margaret opens Chemical Labs [7.4] 

1957 12 02 

The Senate House has been restored and redecorated. The roof was strengthened, large chandeliers 
removed and soft diffused pink coloured electric lighting installed in alcoves around the balcony to 
shed a clean warm light over the whole building. It now looks very similar to how it was nearly 130 
years ago. 57 12 02a 

1958 02 26 

Cambridge University’s Department of Engineering came to its present site behind Scroope Terrace in 
1920 and building has been going on ever since. Now a new wing has opened with a steel frame 
designed by the plastic method developed in their own laboratories. The original residence, which 
used to occupy the site exclusively, now looks dwarfed among the great laboratory blocks which 
surround it. One day it will have to come down but for the moment it is used for offices and lecture 
rooms. 58 02 26 [19.3] 

1959 05 14 

Compulsory Latin abolished for entrants [7.5, 7.11, 11.13] 

1958 05 15 

A proposal for a new college for men, to be called Churchill College, is announced today. Sir Winston 
himself will donate £25,000 and an appeal has been issued. It is needed as the University has 
embarked on a scheme for an extension of research in scientific and technical fields but existing 
colleges are already beyond their maximum size 58 05 15a & b 

1959 08 31 

Research and experimental work in the University’s Department of Metallurgy in Pembroke Street 
was brought to a standstill following a serious blaze. Flames came through the roof, two rooms were 
gutted and a laboratory severely affected. Water used to fight the fire seeped into the basement and 
caused a great deal of damage to expensive machinery. 59 08 31a & b [7.7] 

1959 09 25 

Sidgwick Avenue site: first building in use this term [17.8] 

1959 10 01 

Cambridge University’s science departments were first to occupy the central area and there is now a 
great concentration of laboratories on either side of Downing Street. The few open spaces between 
them are already overflowing with cars. There is no room to allow for the growth of research and 
teaching in subjects outside the established hierarchy, Lord Adrian, the retiring Vice-Chancellor told 
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academics. Science has enlarged its premises so much that the arts faculties could not begrudge their 
expansion across the river 59 10 01c 

1959 10 13 

The University’s Mullard Radio Astronomy Laboratory employed a helicopter to transport one of 
their big parabolic aerials from a site in Grange Road to Offal End, near Haslingfield. An airlift was 
the only practical way of moving such an unwieldy load, 27 feet in diameter and so intricately built 
that it would have been difficult to dismantle it. Cambridge engineer, Mr Donald Mac Kay was 
responsible for preparing the complicated piece of freight for its journey 59 10 13 

1959 10 22 

Government Veterinary Investigation Centre opened near Vet School - 59 10 22a 

1959 12 10 

The University’s new Department of Chemical Engineering building in Pembroke Street was opened 
by the Chairman of Shell. The firm had made a grant of half-a-million pounds and since the first Shell 
Professor took up his appointment in 1946, 187 students have graduated. They carry out a research 
programme during their final year instead of a formal laboratory course and already some information 
of genuine value had been obtained. In its early days the Department was housed in a temporary 
building in Tennis Court Road before finding a permanent site next to the Cavendish and Zoology 
Laboratories. 59 12 10a [7.8, 12.7] 

1960s The Cambridgeshire Collection has detailed newspaper cuttings files from this date 

1960 02 09 

Plans to replace decrepit buildings Cavendish Labs area, every one on site needs rebuilding, is old & 
decrepit, cost 2M [17.9] 

1960 04 09 

New microscope designed by University team - 60 04 09 
1960 04 22 

A suggestion that radioactive waste from the University laboratories was being buried in Madingley 
Woods has been denied. The University had a store which was locked and shielded with thick walls 
where radioactive waste was kept until packed and shipped off to Harwell who finally got rid of it. 

The Department of Radiotherapeutics acted as a clearing house for other departments which used 
smaller quantities. The greatest care was taken that liquid waste did not get into the public drains and 
laboratory technicians are instructed on the handling and disposal of such substances. 60 04 22 

1960 04 25 

The Department of Metallurgy in the Cavendish Laboratory was badly damaged by fire for the second 
time in eight months. Last September a number of teaching laboratories were affected and rescued 
equipment moved to the area now ablaze. Prompt salvage work by firemen and students prevented 
damage to a £30,000 electron microscope. Part of the roof of the Physical Chemistry block had to be 
hacked away by firemen watched by about 300 spectators. 60 04 25a [20.15] 

1960 04 26 

William Topper who left school when he was nine years old and who has worked with his hands for 
the last 70 years is to be made an honorary Master of Arts of the University, becoming the first master 
stonemason to receive one. He has restored the Gate of Honour at Caius College, replacing pieces 
which had been missing for 300 years and has been in the Senate House once before, when he laid 
some tiles. Now he will take the day off from work and in mortar board and gown receive the degree 
from the Vice-Chancellor. 60 04 26b 

1960 05 16 
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On Saturday Stonemason William Topper, watched by his wife and family, was made an Honorary 
Master of Arts of Cambridge University. He sat among dons in the Senate House where he had been 
only once before - to lay some marble floor tiles. Then he stood bareheaded while the Orator read a 
speech in Latin which praised his excellent craftsmanship. It had been a great help to the University 
and its colleges that Mr Topper was available whenever their venerable walls or arches or towers were 
crumbling. Today he was back at work, chipping away at the steps of the new Perse School. 60 05 16 

1960 10 01 

New Museums site redevelopment plans - 60 10 01b 
1960 10 17 

A firm of poultry food manufacturers have given a Cambridge University scientist a new laboratory 
and office building so that he can further his research into the rearing of broiler hens. Dr D. Sainsbury 
is an authority on poultry and livestock breeding. His advice had often been sought by Silcocks of 
Liverpool who made the presentation. A small wooden structure, it stands in the grounds of Merton 
Hall Farm which is run in conjunction with the Veterinary Department. 60 10 07b 

1960 12 07 

The Low Temperature Research Station, Downing Street, is a strange place. Occasionally in some 
forgotten corner of one of its temperature-controlled rooms, one comes across perfectly preserved 
war-time stew that was meant for the civilian population but never produced in great quantities. At 
that time the Station was responsible for producing the 24-hour battle pack of dried food for the 
Commandoes who went across to France for D-Day. Now they are investigating why potatoes go 
brown after they have been peeled and chemically examining peas to discover why they lose 
sweetness and juiciness in the three days between being picked and canned. 60 12 07d 

1961 

Cavendish laboratory redevelopment announced, Sidgwick Ave being constructed [18.3] 

196101 11 

University plan - keep & enhance character University Town & create regional shopping centre East 
Rd [494.4.6] 

1961 03 23 

Cavendish Laboratory room Rutherford used is soon to disappear - 61 03 23 & a 
1961 03 29 

University plans for the New Museums site off Downing Street include an underground ring road with 
parking for 300 cars and 1,400 cycles. A maze of narrow passages would be replaced with pedestrian 
walkways six feet above ground. Many old dilapidated buildings will be demolished and two 15- 
storey high blocks for the Department of Mathematics erected. These ‘skyscrapers’ might not be built 
to their full height immediately but would gradually grow as the department needed more space. The 
1934 Zoology building, the Shell chemical engineering laboratory and the Physics Department’s high 
tension laboratory would be retained 61 03 29 & 30 61 04 01b 

1961 05 26 

Exam Syndicate move to rebuilt Perse school building. Hills Rd, phase 1 (complete 1965) [20.17] 

1961 06 13 

Sir - some of the tower blocks proposed by the University for the New Museum site would be twice 
the height of King’s College chapel. They are opposed to the very character of the historic centre. If 
approved it would be impossible to object to other towers such as those of the Lion Yard that have 
been criticised by the Preservation Society. Would it not be better for the gradual transfer of science 
buildings to the west of Cambridge where a development architecturally worthy of the University 
could take place? - V.I. Glaster 61 06 13 
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1961 11 01 

University Medical School saved by salary increase 61 1101a 
1961 11 04 

City planners have turned down Cambridge University’s plans for a £2million ‘science island’ scheme 
on the ‘New Museums’ site bordered by Com Exchange Street and Free School Lane. It would have 
meant the disappearance of many old laboratory building. Councillors were concerned that the three 
multi-storey structures, two of which were 200 feet high, would spoil the skyline. No new buildings 
should be higher than the present Guildhall. 61 11 04 & 06 

1961 11 16 

A cluster of balloons was flown over Cambridge to give an idea of how the proposed 200ft towers of 
the ‘Science Island’ off Com Exchange Street would look from the Backs behind the famous King’s 
College Chapel. Theodolite readings were also taken from Rose Crescent. The proposal has been 
rejected by planners 61 11 16a&b 

1961 11 16 

Corpus Christi College has embarked on a plan to fulfil two great needs in the university. It has 
created a graduate extension at Leckhampton House in Grange Road to enable research students to 
enter fully into university life and to extend to teaching staff the social advantages and responsibilities 
which attach to being a Fellow of a college. Only about half the research students and unmarried 
Fellows normally wish to live in college rooms. 61 11 16d 

1961 12 01 

Harper House in Portugal Place houses 10,000 books devoted to the British Empire. It started in 1919 
with informal tea parties at which students met for cultural discussions. By 1921 these had become so 
popular that ‘Cambridge University International Teas’ and conferences were started. In 1940 Mrs 
Irene Harper formed the Birdwood Club open to British children whose families were ‘not pacifists’ 
and had some connection with the armed forces. The postwar years which produced a Motherland 
‘bewitched, bothered and bewildered about the Common Market’ have thinned the ranks of the 
membership 61 1201 & a 

1962 

Bridges report on relation between University & colleges felt creation of graduate centre should come 
before foundation of purely graduate college but these would be new & valuable element in 
University, Bridges report - brought about by breakaway from colleges [5.5] 

1962 02 08 

Cambridge scientists’ important role in history of Medical Research Council - feature 62 02 08 
1962 02 23 

Westfield House has been formally opened as a Lutheran House of Studies with an inaugural lecture 
by the Bishop of Gothenburg in the presence of an invited audience of senior members of the 
University. The spacious building on Huntingdon Road will take students from home and abroad who 
are preparing for the Lutheran ministry and will have a library specialising in Reformation studies. 62 
02 23 

1962 05 09 

MRC Laboratory of molecular biology discovers structure of protein molecule. Queen opens lab 
[14.4] 

1962 07 06 

‘Artificial sky’, first in world, built School Architecture [19.6] 


Please make what use of this you may. Kindly remember where it came from - www.mikepetty.org.uk 



Cambridge UNIVERSITY Scrapbook by Mike Petty 


1962 08 15 

The Low Temperature Research Station at Cambridge was founded during the First Wold War when 
Government was concerned about the storage of food supplies. The first patent for ‘drying freezing’ 
foods was taken out from Cambridge and subsequently taken up by commercial enterprises. Another 
concerned the gas cold storage of foods now widely used for storing apples. 62 08 15 

1962 10 01 

The Government has told universities that an extra 40,000 undergraduate places ought to be provided 
by 1966. In Cambridge numbers had risen to 7,579 in 1959 but then declined as colleges reduced the 
overcrowding caused by the ‘ex-servicemen’s bulge. But the new target will restrict funds for 
graduate students who had increased by 40 per cent in the past five years. An addition the new 
universities will need additional teaching staff, a considerable number of whom would come from 
Cambridge, the Vice Chancellor, Sir Ivor Jennings, warned 62 10 01 

1962 11 02 

The announcement that Dr Max Perutz and Dr John Kendrew have been awarded the Nobel 
Chemistry Prize means that there are now four Nobel prizewinners working at the small Medical 
Research Council molecular biology unit at Cambridge. Dr Frederick Sanger gained the Chemistry 
award in 1958 and less than a month ago Dr Francis Crick was awarded the prize for Medicine. 62 11 
02 

1962 11 22 

‘Science Island’ on New Museums site tower blocks cause controversy due change of view from 
Backs; (height reduced by half 1964) [17.9] 

1962 12 05 

Cavendish Laboratory is housed in grotesquely cramped old buildings and ill-suited to meet 
competition, said Prof Pippard. Details article re plans 62 12 05a & b & c 

1963 05 22 

Cambridge’s new radio-telescope at Lord’s Bridge will be the most advanced in its field. Three giant 
reflector dishes, two fixed and one moveable, will receive radio signals from the universe. The mobile 
aerial will travel on a half-mile length of rail at a speed of one mile an hour. Prof Martin Ryle said 
that ten years ago nobody could have dreamed about this type of radio telescope. It was unique in the 
world today. The millions of copper needles launched into space by the Americans would not affect 
its working at present, but might well do so in the future.63 05 22a [13.8] 

1963 05 24 

Revised plans for the Sidgwick Avenue site include parking for 300 cars underground. But it will not 
include the West Hall which was to have contained 1,000 seats and provided for symphony concerts 
and full-scale theatrical productions. A site closer to the city centre would be needed if this was to be 
a success. The Faculty of History will include studies for academic staff and a library with space for 
300 readers. But the need of faculties 20 years hence cannot be accurately forecast and some of those 
now planned may be accommodated elsewhere. 63 05 24 [17.8] 

1963 06 15 

Zoology Department feature article - 63 06 15 
1963 10 01 

Under the 1961 Rating and Valuation Act the University now has to pay rates on the full annual value 
of all its properties and as new buildings are erected, their liability will increase. Even though 
Colleges receive 50% rate relief on old buildings they will still pay more on new. Without that relief 
rates would be prohibitive. The long legal wrangle had been a great inconvenience to the local 
authority but the changes are very complex. Now however they will pay full rates which will be a 
heavy burden on their income 63 10 01 
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1963 10 05 

A series of television lectures will be given by members of Cambridge University in a programme 
called ‘Dawn University’. They will be transmitted at 7 a.m. over the whole of the ITV network to 
demonstrate the usefulness of television as a teaching medium. It is the first time such programmes 
have appeared so early and it is impossible to say how many people will get up early to watch them. 
There will also be two-way lectures between Cambridge and the new University of East Anglia at 
Norwich and a closed-circuit link with scientists at Imperial College, London. 63 10 05 

1964 02 18 

Has been 4-fold increase in research population at Cambridge University since 1938 [14.6] 

1964 02 19 

University warn that increased number of students as envisaged by Robbins report would be a disaster 
- 64 02 19 

1964 03 19 

William Bate Harvey, Cambridge biologist who pioneered food science & set up Food Investigation 
Board - feature - 64 03 19b 

1965 

Strict male-female segregation rule scrapped 
1965 04 20 

University Local Examination Syndicate building. Hills Road, opened; 370 candidates took first 
examinations set in 1858; now 252.000 - 65 04 20a, b 

1965 05 16 

Faculty of Oriental Studies under one roof, Sidgwick Ave [20.13] 

1965 12 13 

Deer Report recommends new Cavendish & redevelopment Old Addenbrooke’s; says site in centre 
inadequate to meet future needs of science; (300 a earmarked Madingley Rd 1966) [20.7] 

1966 06 11 

Nuffield Biophysics Lab new wing (research arthritis, heart disease) [15.2] 

1966 10 21 

Cheshunt College staff and students to join with Westminster College, premises in Bateman Street for 
sale; was founded in Wales in 1768, moved to Cambridge in 1905, new buildings 1913 - 66 10 11; 
premises for sale - 66 10 21b 

1966 11 09 

University ‘science city’ plans for west-Cambridge site unveiled, follows Deer report - 66 11 09, 09a 

1967 

Centre for computer-aided design exploiting Cambridge University knowledge to be established by 
Ministry of Technology, £2.5M grant; to guide industry & Government organisations in use of 
computing to speed & improve design [445.10.11] 

1967 10 02 

University cash crisis, new teaching and research projects could stop as Government financial 
restructuring - 67 10 02a 

1967 11 09 
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University Centre decided in 1962 as no single focus for life of university as distinct from colleges - 
67 11 09, 09a 

1968 11 07 

Graduate centre opened, established with 330,000 Wolfson grant following Bridges report [17.6] 

1968 

Seek use old Lords Bridge railway line [13.10] 

1968 02 23 

Mullard Radio Astronomy observatory discover unknown object in universe which sends out radio 
messages - 68 02 23 

1968 06 06 

Lord Adrian installed as chancellor - 69 06 06 

1968 10 12 

History Faculty building opens a year late - with leaks - 68 10 12 (wins award 1970 but needs 60,000 
repairs may sue architect 1981; may be demolished 1984; rebuild at cost 2M - same as demolish & 
start again 1985) [19.1-2] opened October 0CEN 1.7.1970 

1969 01 15 

Maths Lab Corn Exchange St to be demolished; here computers developed from 1930s with Titan 
computer coming in 1964; 1949 worlds first electronic stored-programme automatic digital computer 
fully operational - EDSAC I, Crick & Watson used it for DNA research; by 1958 had perfected 
EDSAC II which could do in one minute problems that took EDSAC I an hour; [17.6] Mathematical 
Laboratories in Corn Exchange Street to be demolished; how to move Titan computer; EDSAC 1 
started in 1949, EDSAC 2 in 1958 - 69 01 15 1M computer moving by crane from Maths Lab to next 
door [445.10.12] 

1969 05 30 

300a science city planned between Cambridge & Coton, biggest University expansion in Cambridge 
for hundreds of years; have no land; have no land available in centre for extra scientific building 
[17.7] 

1969 10 09 

Dons divided on plans for science city proposals for West Cambridge site - 69 10 09 

1969 11 19 

Moon samples exhibited, Senate House [12.16, 14.7] 

1970 

Clare College consider admitting women [5.8] 

1970 05 20 

1st Trade union branch ASTMS formed [19.8] 

1970 06 19 

University Graduate Centre - feature - 70 06 19, 19a 
1970 07 01 

History Faculty library wins major RIBA architectural award 0CEN 1.7.70 
1970 07 11 

Proctors’ future for discipline to be considered - 70 07 11 
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1970 08 17 

Explosion Zoology Lab New Museums site, 4 hurt, gas [20.8] 

1970 08 22 

'Science laboratories devastated in big explosion laboratory on New Museums site - 70 08 17, 18; 
caused by natural gas - 70 08 22 

1970 10 13 

Proctors not to attend student political demonstrations which take place off university premises; they 
will subject only to police and civil law - 70 10 13; students vote to end proctors - 70 10 13b 

1971 

Cavendish celebrates centenary [12.1] 

1971 07 30 

CU set up Institute of Astronomy merging Cambridge Observatory & Institute of Theoretical 
Astronomy [13.10] to buy 1.7M computer, (linked to another half mile apart by infra-red beam 1972) 
[ 20 . 1 ] 

1972 

Clare, Kings & Churchill become mixed [5.9] 

1972 01 07 

referendum of change of wage negotiations, Cambridge University Assistants oppose ASTMS claim 
to share bargaining, vote is a tie; NALGO & NUPE start; 22.5% increase agree non-technical grades 
- cleaners etc; CU formally recognise Trade Union for wage bargaining [19.8] 

1972 02 03 

Sit-in at Old Schools [5.7, 24] 

1972 02 06 

University Library extension opened, 35 miles shelving eCEN 6.2.1973 
1972 03 04 

Undergraduates at Downing College today continued a 24-hour occupation of the dining hall despite a 
warning that violent protest could close the college for the rest of this term. They are protesting 
against the expulsion of two undergraduates and the rustication of a third for their part in sending an 
obscene leaflet to Downing college dons and undergraduates. A supported by a march last night by 
more than 500 students blocked Regent Street for more than an hour, with demonstrators seated in the 
road outside the college 72 03 04 

1972 03 11 

The former Ministry of Housing and Local Government simultaneously agreed to the building of one 
of the world's biggest radio telescopes near Cambridge and the routing of a major road straight 
through it, the inquiry (into the Western bypass) heard yesterday. Professor Sir M ait in Ryle said in 
1966 an application for a grant to build a 5 km radio telescope along the line of the old Bletchley to 
Cambridge railway at Lord’s Bridge and extend it as far as the bridge over the River Cam was being 
discussed. A grant of more than £2 million was made for the telescope. Later it was learned that 
discussions had led to a route for the Cambridge Western bypass which passed through the line of 
telescopes. As a result the size of the telescope had to be reduced to 4.6 km with a considerable loss 
of power and the instrument was site half-a-mile further west. In 1970 it was announced that the by¬ 
pass was to be built as a motorway. Then it became known that radar devices were being developed 
for long-distance vehicles to prevent multiple motorway crashes. It seems likely that some of these 
devices will be introduced during the next five years. 72 03 11 
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1972 10 01 

2.1M radio telescope opens but Prof Hoyle resigns [13.11] 

1973 04 12 

The £2.25 m complex for the Cavendish Laboratory on Madingley Road, Cambridge, was declared 
open by the Vice Chancellor of the University, Prof. A.W.Deer. Large earth banks will hide the new 
Cavendish site from the Cambridge Inner Relief Road, if it is ever built, and it is hoped the University 
will not continue to crowd buildings in upon the new site until it achieves another science slum like 
that left behind in Downing Street 73 04 12 [12.2] 

1973 10 01 

Titan computer phased out, 10 years old [20.3] 

1973 12 21 

Cambridge University has been given £10 million to build and endow a new college for graduate and 
undergraduate students, the Vice-Chancellor, Prof Jack Linnett, announced today. The lump sum gift 
has been handed over by the Newmarket racehorse owner, Mr David Robinson, who started his career 
at the age of 15 as an apprentice in his father’s cycle shop in Cambridge. The new college will be built 
on a 121/2 acre site on land bounded by Herschel Road and Grange Road 73 12 21 

1974 06 01 

Important research experiments were destroyed when fire badly damaged a wing of the University 
Department of Biochemistry on the Downing site. Four floors of the building, which was opened in 
1963 and is the workplace of about 40 people, were damaged. Expensive equipment and research 
papers were badly affected on the second floor where research work into proteins is carried out. The 
top floor, home of the chemical microbiology research centre, was also affected 74 06 01 [19.5] 

1974 07 30 

A Cambridge undergraduate accused of cheating in an examination has been found guilty by the 
University Court of Discipline. He has been rusticated for the whole of next year and deprived of the 
chance of obtaining an Honours Degree. This was announced in a statement from the court, who had 
only their second sitting in history to hear the case. The undergraduate has the right of appeal to the 
Septemviri. They are the higher court of senior University members who would be convened specially 
for the occasion and who have not sat since before the last war 74 07 30 

1974 10 15 

For the second year in succession the world’s top physics accolade has come to Cambridge. Two of 
the University’s foremost radio-astronomers, Prof. Sir Martin Ryle, and Prof. Antony Hewish have 
jointly one the 1974 Nobel Prize for physics. Sir Martin’s major work in Cambridge has been the 
development of the Lord’s bridge radio-observatory and the construction of the five kilometre 
telescope there. In 1967 Prof. Hewish started a series of observations which led to the discovery that 
some radio sources in space - later given the name pulsars - emitted extremely regular radio signals. 
As a result of this discovery it has been possible to establish the presence of neutron stars in the 
universe 74 10 15 

1975 01 15 

Report of General Board aim equal art-science ration amongst students with undergrad-postgrad ratio 
25-75, size limited 1400; further developments in arts & social sciences in vicinity University Library, 
physical sciences & engineering in West Cambridge while biological etc in New Museums & Old 
Addenbrooke’s area [16.1] 

1975 02 28 

The Mayor of Cambridge, Aid Jack Warren, and the Vice Chancellor of Cambridge University, Prof 
Jack Linnett, held a reception at the Guildhall for ten Nobel Prize winners resident at the University. 
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As the learned and the erudite stood in earnest groups they assured each other that the occasion was 
unique. “You won’t see the like again” they muttered as the champagne went round and round 75 02 
28 [5.15] 

1975 05 22 

University plunges 68,000 into red, future very uncertain [16.2] 

1973 05 23 

After 700 years of male domination the first woman to be chosen as Vice Chancellor - the effective 
head of Cambridge University - does not anticipate any particular problems in dealing with her male 
colleagues. Miss Rosemary Murray, who is president of New Hall, was nominated by the Council of 
Senate. She will take up her post in two years if the nomination is accepted by the university, usually 
a formality. She is due to take charge at a difficult time in the university's history, when students are 
demanding more and more say in the running of its affairs 

1975 06 08 

Student yells of “Biafran butcher” at General Yakubu Gowon failed to disrupt the Honorary Degree 
ceremony at the Cambridge Senate House. The General gave the thumbs up sign to a bunch of two 
dozen students who chanted insults at the Nigerian head of state as he walked in procession. He was 
flanked on one side by a hefty special branch armed bodyguard plus the Cambridgeshire chief 
constable, Mr F. Drayton Porter, and by contrast on the other by the tall, elegant figure of Queen 
Margrethe of Denmark. The 60 policemen on duty had nothing more to do than keep the protestors at 
arms length and stop the traffic for the snail-paced procession 75 06 06 

1976 02 12 

Prince Philip is now the strongest contender for the Chancellorship of the University. Informed 
sources have disclosed that Prince Charles was offered the post but turned it down because of his 
naval commitments with HMS Bronington. Lord Ramsey, former Archbishop of Canterbury, is 
thought to have declined the invitation while Mr Selwyn Lloyd, recently retired speaker of the House 
of Commons, is still regarded by many dons as too close contemporary politics to command 
unanimous support. Prince Philip has for many years maintained a close formal and informal interest 
in Cambridge and has seen Cambridge life from the student viewpoint through unannounced visits 
while Prince Charles was up at Trinity 76 02 12 

1976 02 24 

University Library 250 students work in protest 7pm closing 0CEN 24.2.1976 
1976 06 27 

First Prof Psychiatry appointed [20.12] 

1976 07 

British Antarctic Survey moves Madingley Rd [14.2] 

1976 09 08 

ACUA wins recognition of TU, not affiliated TUC [19.10] 

1976 09 25 

Cambridge University clinical medical school was launched in a sea of champagne bubbles when 
students and professors got together at Addenbrooke's Hospital for an informal reception. The first 
intake of students consisted of 53 young men and women who have come to Cambridge for “on the 
job” training and will move from speciality to speciality under the watchful eye of consultants. 
Addenbrooke's is already the biggest and most prestigious provincial teaching hospital and by the 
early 1980s will be able to take 300 students 76 09 28 

1977 04 18 
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New electron microscope at Cavendish [14.8] 

1977 06 10 

Only a man of towering pride and total lack of sensitivity could fail to be awed by assuming the 
ancient and distinguished Chancellorship of Cambridge University. Prince Philip told a packed Senate 
House. “1 give a solemn assurance that 1 shall yield to no man in my devotion to the interests of the 
university and its students”. About 70 demonstrators from the University Nursery Action Group stole 
the limelight as he led the procession to the ceremony. They were protesting about the lack of nursery 
facilities for the under-fives. The Prince gave the shouting mothers a quizzical look and a smile. 77 06 
10 [02.4.17] 

1977 06 10 

More than 1,500 people packed into Great St Mary’s Church, Cambridge to hear the Calcutta 
missionary, Mother Teresa, talk about her work among the dying and destitute of India. She asked the 
congregation “not to give from their abundance but to give from their love, till it hurts”. Earlier she 
had been the first to receive an honorary degree from Prince Philip. The University Orator, Dr Frank 
Stubbings spoke of her work: “She saw the multitudes and had compassion on them; she went alone, 
in poverty, to the homes of the poorest, tended their illnesses and set up a school in the midst of the 
slums” 77 06 10 

1977 08 05 

Lord Adrian, Chancellor of Cambridge University for seven years and one of the world’s leading 
scientists, has died. He was one of the most eminent of the Cambridge scientists and won the Nobel 
Prize for medicine in 1932. He was a Professor of Physiology and preceded Lord Butler as Master of 
Trinity College. He had more than a score of honorary degrees from universities all over the world 77 
08 05 

1977 12 06 

Fears that there may be danger of radiation created by the Cambridge atom-splitting team of the 1930s 
has resulted in a decision to open up a laboratory locked up and sealed for the past 30 years. The 
room, at the top of the tower in the old Cavendish Laboratory, was locked when Lord Rutherford died 
in 1937. Since then it has been opened only once - in 1946 when it was cleaned and all materials 
taken out of it. The room was immediately sealed again because of possible danger of radioactivity 
from the walls, ceiling and floor. His successors were prepared to live with the locked room but the 
new tenants of the building - the university’s social scientists - need reassurance. 77 12 06 

1977 12 15 

It was the dawn of the atom age and in small, cluttered and uncomfortable rooms in Cambridge great 
scientists set about a momentous experiment - splitting the atom. The rooms then moved into the 
space age, but in one room time stood still as the doors were locked at the top of the stairs of Lord 
Rutherford’s old Cavendish Laboratory. Only the ghosts of the pioneers remained behind the doors 
and, according to some, so did the deadly product of their work - radiation. Safety experts have now 
gone into the room to remove every trace of radioactive material but some are still unsure that the old 
building will be completely safe. 77 12 15 

1978 

Girton College admits men 
1978 03 16 

Quaternary Research sub-dept opens new Godwin Lab, New Museums site [20.11] 

1978 05 05 

Cambridge’s place in the forefront of test-tube life took another step forward when mice that were put 
into frozen suspended animation more than five years ago at the Physiological Laboratory were 
running around in a cage. They were frozen in liquid nitrogen as three-day embryos, then thawed and 
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implanted into a female mouse. Frozen embryo banks are likely to become an increasingly important 
feature of future animal husbandry and one day embryos of whole herds of cattle may be shipped 
across the world in frozen containers, by-passing disease controls and ensuring preservation of rare 
breeds. 78 05 05 

1978 10 28 

A leading Cambridge scientist and Nobel Prizewinner, Dr Frederick Sanger of the Laboratory of 
Molecular Biology has been presented with an American award for new advances in the chemistry of 
genetics. His work on the sequencing of DNA in a type of virus used by scientists to study genetics 
might well warrant the awarding of another Nobel Prize to add to the one he won in 1958 for his study 
of the structure of the hormone insulin. He has also received other leading scientific awards. 78 10 28 

1979 02 17 

Hold degree ceremony at Gt St Mary’s for first time in 200 years due to problems with Senate House 
ceiling [16.16] 

1979 08 21 

Six more colleges take women [16.7] 

1979 05 10 

Engineering Department unveil one of the world’s most powerful electron microscopes [19.3] 

1980 

1981 03 09 

Cambridge University’s award-winning History Faculty building needs £60,000 repairs. Thousands of 
tiles have to be removed before they fall down themselves. Several have already fallen. Despite 
opening a year late and being plagued with leaking windows ever since, it has attracted attention from 
architects and won a national award for its designer, James Stirling. 81 03 09 

1981 06 03 

New Medical Research Council centre opens on Addenbrooke’s site, marks over 50 years medical 
research in Cambridge [36.9.13.1] 

1981 07 17 

University stands to lose 600 students due Government cuts, lots of financial problems [16.8] 

1981 07 17 

The first privately-owned British company specialising in biotechnology has been formed by a 
consortium of leading scientists and businessmen. CLEAR - Cambridge Laboratories for Energy and 
Resources Ltd - will use genetically engineered organisms for processes ranging from obtaining 
energy from waste to combating Legionnaires Disease in hotels. It has leased laboratories from 
Cambridge University and will offer a full technical service to industry for the commercial 
applications of biotechnology. 8107 17 

1981 10 23 

The video boom is taking over lecture halls and laboratories in Cambridge University as more and 
more students are being taught with the help of home-made films. Medical students watch in close-up 
how to cut up a body, vets are shown outside broadcasts of animal behaviour and trainee priests film 
sermons to learn about preaching techniques. Thousands of other students have learned how to use a 
computer as a result of a training film made by the University Audio-Visual Aids unit. 81 10 23 

1982 03 26 

To buy £2.5M computer [20.4] 
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1982 10 12 

Golden handshake up to £45,000 for retiring early professors - over 120 leave [21.1] 

1982 10 20 

Cambridge has the distinction of being the home of more Nobel prizewinners than any other city in 
the world. They include Prof Sir James Meade, who won his prize in 1977 for economics, Dr 
Frederick Sanger, Anthony Hewish, Professor of Radio Astronomy and the Astronomer Royal, Sir 
Martin Ryle who won in 1984. Prof Britan Josephson was one of the youngest-ever winners; he was 
just 33 when he won the 1973 Prize for physics. 82 10 20 

1983 03 18 

All bar one college set to scrap entrance award system to try attract pupils from wide range of schools 
[16.10] 

1983 05 27 

About 40 academic posts - including one professorship - are to be scrapped by Cambridge University 
in response to Government cash cuts. But these are outnumbered by the number of vacancies which 
have resulted from the success of their early retirement scheme. More than 120 dons - including 25 
eminent professors - accepted, at a cost of hundreds of thousands of pounds after the University was 
ordered to cut its costs by 5%. 83 05 27 pl2 [21.2] 

1984 04 04 

Music School opens with concert hall [20.14] 

1984 05 31 

MRC units face cutback: Neurochemical Pharmacology - mental illness like senile dementia, vacant 
directorship not to be filled; Biostatics Unit moved Cambridge from London 1980, involved front-line 
studies from breast cancer to organ transplantation; all units except Molecular Biology have budgets 
axed by 21% [36.9.13.3-4] 

1984 06 19 

Cambridge University’s award-winning History Faculty building - which is plagued with defects - 
may be demolished only 16 years after it opened. Another option is to correct all the structural and 
heating problems as well as the leaks - but this could cost over £1 million. The building was heralded 
in a blaze of glory when it won a Royal Institute of British Architects national award for its designer 
so they do not want to demolish it 84 06 19 p6 

1984 07 03 

Addenbrooke’s cot-death unit saved by CEN readers after cash axed by MRC, Sultan of Brunei gives 
£130,000 which saves for 3 years [36.9.13.5] 

1985 01 15 

Aids case successfully treated at Addenbrooke’s [36.9.1 13.6] 

1985 02 07 

The Old Addenbrooke's Hospital site in Trumpington Street has been bought by Cambridge 
University for a record £5.75 million - double the expected price. This reflects nationwide interest in 
what is the last major site likely to become available in the central area. There had been a gentleman’s 
agreement to give the university first refusal when the old hospital closed, but East Anglian Regional 
Health Authority decided to go out to tender. It will now be used for expanding university teaching, 
research and laboratory departments. 85 02 07 

1985 03 06 

The Government research axe, which has already cut a swathe through Cambridge science 
laboratories, may fall on the Culture Centre for Algae and Protozoa in Storey’s Way which could be 
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closed down and its internationally-renowned research work distributed among other centres around 
the country. Cuts first hit a year ago when the Neurochemical Pharmacology Unit, the Biostatics Unit, 
the Cot Death unit and even the ‘jewel-in-the-crown’ Molecular Biology unit, which carries more 
Nobel prize-winners than any other, were affected. Only the cot death unit was completely saved - by 
massive injections of public money. 85 03 06 [14.9] 

1985 03 18 

University scraps old Cambridge Colleges Examination, allow only 6th formers in A-level term to 
stake STEP (Sixth term entrance procedure), encourage state schools [16.11] 

1985 06 21 

Cambridge University is considering employing a Press and Public Relations officer following 
Government announcements that future funding will be based on excellence and on good reports of 
research. A Press officer would ensure news of the university’s achievements reaches a wide 
audience. But they have to weigh up the benefits of employing someone to publicise the university’s 
research as against the benefits of employing people to actually do that research. 85 06 21a 

1985 07 31 

The History Faculty building on the Sidgwick Avenue site has been saved. After nine months of 
reports and meetings the university has decided to carry out extensive repairs rather than knock it 
down and rebuild. Each option would cost about £2million but the repairs could be spread over a 
number of years. Now work will start on weather-proofing it to stop rain penetrating through the 
fa 5 ade and terraces. The building received an architectural award in 1970 and its designer, Mr James 
Stirling, was awarded a Gold Medal for Architecture in 1980. 85 07 31c 

1985 08 30 

Exam syndicate 1.5M extension [20.18] 

1985 12 11 

Cambridge University is threatened with a £4 million grant cut which would force it to leave 
vacancies unfilled. Government plans to trim cash for higher education would curtail courses 
designed to keep pace with high technology and threaten research projects with industry, the Council 
of the Senate warn. Senior academic staff are involved in a campaign to stop the cuts and will be 
lobbying for the support of local MPs as well as those who have been at the university 85 12 11 

1986 02 12 

Computer-aided design centre, biggest of kind in Europe [20.5] 

1986 02 21 

Appoint world’s first Prof Animal Welfare [20.10] 

1986 03 04 

“Researchers being driven out of city” - poor salaries & career blackmail; “City brain drain terrifying” 
[21.3-4] 

1986 04 19 

Royal Greenwich Observatory to move Cambridge to be new building alongside Institute of 
Astronomy Madingley Rd [13.13] 

1986 06 18 

The University’s plans for the old Addenbrooke's Hospital site will see the former outpatients’ 
department being converted to a restaurant. The main hospital block and some single-storey buildings 
will be demolished and replaced with a commercial car park, the private patients’ wing let for 
commercial use and the nurses’ buildings on Tennis Court Road used for student hostels. The 
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southern half of the site will be redeveloped to house the departments of biotechnology, 
pharmacology and biochemistry 86 06 18b 

1986 09 24 

Cuts in funding for higher education will be worse than expected. Bursars estimate colleges will 
suffer a drop in income of 15 per cent over the next three years. Fees paid by local education 
authorities have been cut, the government has imposed restrictions on the number of students and 
there are pressures from students to reduce the cost of rooms, meals and cleaning services. What is at 
stake is a unique way of life in a collegiate system whose virtues of personal contact in small, flexible 
institutions, have been prized for generations. 86 09 24 

1987 

MRC Lab of molecular biology 40 years old, 1947 was unit Cavendish, 1962 lab in own right; Dr 
Max Perutz director won Nobel prize for haemoglobin structure, 1953 DNA, Nobel prizes 1962 (3), 
1980,82,84; reception 7 Nobel prizewinners [NS2.14] 

1987 

Cambridge scientists have to rely on charity to use techniques they pioneered [NS. 1.7] 

1987 02 09 

‘Entire Applied Biology Unit could be axed in Sept 1989’ [19.7] 

1987 04 30 

Celebrate 50th anniversary at forefront computer technology [20.6] 

1987 09 05 

Skilled staff seek ‘Cambridge Weighting’ to halt hi-tech exodus [21.5] 

1987 09 18 

Cambridge’s Strangeways Laboratory celebrated its 75th birthday with a £500,000 donation from 
Ciba Geigy Pharmaceuticals. This will enable the internationally known biomedical research 
laboratory to undertake a new phase of work into arthritis. Originally known as the Cambridge 
Research Hospital it was set up in 1905 by Dr T.S.P. Strangeways and pioneered the use of tissue- 
culture methods in biological research which are now an alternative to animal experiments. Today 
there are 100 staff representing a wide range of expertise 87 09 18c 

1987 09 29 

A Government bid to clamp down on universities handing out jobs to dons for the rest of their careers 
has been rejected by the Vice Chancellor, Lord Adrian. He says Cambridge’s hi-tech boom is a direct 
result of such a system and supports the policy of offering posts to academics until the retiring age of 
67. “It is terribly difficult to know who is or is not a ‘sleeping don’”, he says. But dons who do not 
teach a lot could help run the university or put back vital knowledge into the community and business. 
87 09 29 

1987 11 23 

Researchers at the University Engineering Department believe that developments in superconductors 
could result in roads on which vehicles would levitate without wheels and tiny pieces of household 
equipment. - 87 11 23 

1987 12 09 

University to launch appeal for cash cCEN 9.12.87 
1987 12 10 

Cambridge University is to establish an important new Chair in neurology from a £1.2 million fund 
set up to forge closer links with the East Anglian Regional Health Authority. Neurology embraces all 
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aspects of the nervous system and the new professor’s task will have link s with research into a whole 
range of diseases from multiple sclerosis to Aids 87 12 10 

1988 02 11 

Hamilton Kerr institute - feature 88 02 11 & a 
1988 02 26 

Cambridge University Department of Geography was founded 100 years ago and trained surveyors 
for the colonial service. The first Professor, Frank Debenham was a member of Shackleton’s artic 
expeditions, Prof Alfred Steers studied the British coastline while Prof Sir Clifford Darby analysed 
data in the Domesday survey. Today it concerns itself with satellite information, computerised data 
for mapping, the study of the environment and a host of other modern problems. 88 02 26 

1988 07 11 

Wealthy Trinity College is planning a multi-million pound trust fund to rescue the cash-starved 
university from crisis. While the 31 colleges have financial independence the poorly-financed 
university, which has to provide administration and the bulk of teaching, relies on Government grants. 
A special arrangement means funds are redistributed from rich to poor colleges. But none of the cash 
goes to the university. The Isaac Newton Trust would fund education and research and be an example 
to other colleges 88 07 11 

1988 10 11 

Magdalene 1st women students cCEN 11.10.88 
1988 10 20 

New giant telescope agreed, foundation stone laid 0CEN 20.10.88, 10.11.88 
1988 10 28 

Greenwich Observatory foundation stone laid - 88 10 28 
1988 10 31 

University vote to include “and she” in Ordinances 0CEN 31.10.88 
1988 10 31 

University appoint 1st Chair of clinical gerontology 0CEN 31.10.88 
1988 11 11 

University appoint 1st female to hold medical professorship CCEN 11.11.88 
1988 11 16 

Imperial Cancer Research Fund tumour virus group lab opens 0CEN 16.11.88 
1988 11 16 

National research Centre into superconductivity opens at Cavendish 0CEN 16.11.88 
1988 12 01 

Cambridge scientist pioneers Aids treatment, kills the virus CCEN 1.12.88 
1988 12 05 

Chemistry lab damaged by explosion cCEN 5.12.88 

1988 12 16 

Scientists develop drug to attack cancer cells CCEN 16.12.88 

1989 01 21 
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The University’s world-renowned Veterinary School may be axed following a report by a 
Government Working Party. Although the University has until March to respond, there is little 
prospect of changing their mind. The last intake of students will be in October and the school, which 
has 300 students, would close when they finish their six-year degree course. No decision has been 
made on the future use of the Madingley Road site or the Vet’s Hospital, which is a leading centre for 
cancer treatment in animals 89 01 21 University Veterinary School wins reprieve - 89 04 07 

1989 02 16 

Plans unveiled for lab. for microelectronics research funded by Japanese CCEN 16.2.89 
1989 02 27 

University Department Archaeology get £10M establish research institute from Dr Daniel McLean 
McDonald CCEN 27.2.89 CCEN 22.11.89 

1989 03 07 

To be base new international unit coordinate ozone layer research CCEN 7.3.89 
1989 06 16 

Duke of Edinburgh opens British Antarctic Survey new building; Thomas Graham House new 
Cambridge office of Royal Society of Chemistry CCEN 16.6.89 

1989 07 05 

University needs £250M improve academic facilities cCEN 5.7.89 
1989 07 10 

£1M centre study maths to be set up Isaac Newton funded from trinity & St Johns CCEN 10.7.89 
1989 08 17 

University plan £10M Institute of Management Studies a major international business centre CCEN 

17.8.89 

1989 09 05 

4 new Chairs announced, including Prof Molecular Parasitology funded by Glaxo CCEN 5.9.89 
1989 09 08 

Cambridge Biosynthetic Blood Products Unit to produce cancer killing drugs, opens next year CCEN 

8.9.89 

1989 09 13 

Scott Polar to build Polar Museum CCEN 13.9.89 
1989 09 13 

Dunn Nutritional Unit safe & to move Addenbrooke’s site in next few years CCEN 13.9.89 
1989 10 04 

History Faculty Library needs repair new 4th phase; 1st 3 started 1985 & completed 1988 CCEN 

4.10.89 

1989 11 09 

Pytor Kapitza’s house was given to Academy of Sciences in Russia; Churchill college used it as 
hostel for postgraduates for almost 25 years; might be used as centre for Soviet Science CCEN 

9.11.89 

1989 11 20 

Astronomer Martin Rees wins Balzan Foundation award (alternative Nobel Prize) CCEN 20.11.89 
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1990 03 17 

Brewing giant Guinness is giving £1.5 million to Cambridge University to establish a Guinness Chair 
of Management Studies. It is part of a major new drive by the university to join the ranks of top 
international business schools in training young managers to become captains of the nation’s industry. 
90 03 17 

1990 08 01 

University Institute of Management Studies receives £8 gift from Paul Judge, former boss of Premier 
Brands (Chivers) of Histon 90 08 Ola 

1990 09 14 

Therapeutic Antibody Centre, Addenbrooke's Hospital opens - 90 09 14b 
1990 11 26 

Fitzwilliam Museum given £15 million art collection by Daniel McDonald; follows £1 lm gift to 
Archaeology Dept - 90 11 26a 

1993 03 17 

Cambridge University new lectureship in theology and natural science due £lm gift from author 
Susan Howatch 1993 03 17 [Rev[ 

1996 09 

Cambridge University scientists secure multi-million deal with Philips Components to develop 
flexible, flat-screen televisions, Sep 

1997 06 

Microsoft announce multi-million link-up with Cambridge University, June [Rev] 

1998 01 

Cambridge University new professorship funded by Margaret Thatcher foundation, Jan [Rev] 

2009 

University celebrates 800 years [Rev 
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